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SMITH, ELDER & CO.’S PUBLICATIONS. 





A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF MR. GLADSTONE. 


NOW READY. With a Portrait. Large post 8vo, 7s. 6d. 


THE LIFE OF 


Wittiam Ewart GLapstTone. 
By HERBERT W. PAUL. 


‘““MEN AND LETTERS.” 


Standard.—‘* The writer brings to a focus, with enviable lucidity and no waste ot words, the life of a man 
— for more than half a century was in the thick of public affairs. r. Paul writes with moderation and 
candour, 








Author or 


THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE LATE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. 
JUST PUBLISHED. With a Portrait, large 8vo, 10s. 6d. 


THE LIFE OF LORD RUSSELL OF KILLOWEN. 


By R. BARRY O’BRIEN. 
Author of ‘FIFTY YEARS OF CONCESSIONS TO IRELAND,” 
“THE LIFE OF CHARLES STEWART PARNELL,” &c. 

Westminster Gaselte.—‘‘ One brief, vivid, and masterly volume, conveying the character of the man as 
surely and torcibly.as Mr. Sargent does in the portrait which is reproduced for the frontispiece.....We hazard 
a guess that this book will be read when the biographies of most lawyers are dust and waste-paper. The book 
is, we are convinced, precisely such a biography as Russell would have wished.” 

Saturday Review.—‘' Mr. O’Brien has done an admirable piece of work and produced the best life of a 
lawyer that we remember to have seen. He has not overdone his biography. He has written one volume, 
somewhat large, it is true, but there is not a dull page from beginning to end.” 


New Work by W. H. FITCHETT, B.A., LL.D., &c. 
JUST PUBLISHED. With 8 Portraits and 4 Maps, crown 8vo, 6s. 


THE TALE OF THE GREAT MUTINY. By. W. H. 
FitcHeTT, B.A., LL.D., &c., Author of ‘‘ Deeds that Won the Empire,” ‘‘ Fights 
for the Flag,” ‘‘ Wellington’s Men,” &c. 
Academy.— A good narrative, written with picturesque selection and energy......Mr. Fitchett’s 
easy, bright power of narrative appeals to boy and man.” 
Scotsman,—" It isa fine book, and no better could be put into the hands of our boys this Christmastide.” 
Globe.—* A volume which cannot fail to be as practicably serviceable as it is pleasantly readable.” 


THE GREAT BOER WAR. A Two Years’ Record, 1899— 
1901. By A. CONAN DoyLe. 14th Impression, COMPLETING OVER 53,000 
COPIES PRINTED. Large post 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

This Edition is as complete as possible, It forms a record of thetwo years of warfare 


which expired on October 11th, and gives the first connected account, largely derived 
from private sources, of the operations of the last year in South Africa. 


New Work by PROFESSOR JAMES LONG. On DECEMBER 3rd. Crown 8vo, 6s. 


THE SMALL FARM AND ITS MANAGEMENT. 


By JAMES Lona, Author of ‘ British Dairy Farming,” ‘‘ Farming in a Small Way,” 
‘*The Story of the Farm,” “Our Food Supply,” &c. 


GHOST BEREFT, and Other Stories and Studies in Verse. 


By JANE BARLow, Author of ‘Irish Idylls,” &c. Fep. 8vo, 3s. 6d. net. [Zmmediately. 


ORPHEUS IN THRACE, and Other Poems. By the late 


.JOHN BYRNE LEICESTER WARREN, LORD DE TABLEY. Bound in white buckram, 
crown 8vo, 5s. net. [ On December 3rd. 


THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT BRIDGES. 


Volumes I. to III. Small crown 8vo, 6s. 


St. James's Gasette.—“ Mr. Bridges is a poet who has established the right to be read as a whole by 
all who take contemporary literature seriously.” 


BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S GIFTS. 


*, Messrs: SMITH, ELDER & CO, will be happy to forward their CATALOGU: OF PUBLICATIONS, post 
free on application, containing Lists of Works by 


Leslie Stephen James Payn. | 

Miss Thackeray S. R. Crockett 

The Rev. Canon H. Rider Haggard 
Page Roberts Stanley J. Weyman 

Sir A. Helps Henry Seton Merri- 

G. H. Lewes man. | 

George Gissing 

The Author of 

**John Herring” 


W. M. Thackeray 
Robert Browning 

Mrs. Browning 

J. A. Symonds | 
Mrs. Humphry Ward 
Mrs. Oliphant 

Sir William Muir. 


K.C.S.I. 
Matthew Arnold 


Hamilton Aide 
Anthony Trollope 
Holme Lee 
Mrs. Gaskell mn 
The Sisters Bronte 
The Author of 
* The Gamekeeper 
at Home,” and 


**Molly Bawn.” other Popular Writers. 





NEW NOVELS. 


By the Author of ‘‘ The Sowers.’’ 
On DECEMBER 38. Crown 8vo, 6s. 


THE VELVET GLOVE. 


By H. S. MERRIMAN, 


AUTHOR OF “ THE SOWERS,” “IN 
KEDAR'S TENTS,” “THE ISLE OF 
UNREST,” &c. 


FIRST IMPRESSION NEARLY EXHAUSTED, 


THE MAKING OF A MARCHIONESS. 


By FRANCES HODGSON BURNETT 
Author of ‘* A Lady of Quality,” ‘‘ Little Lord 
Fauntleroy,” &c. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Globe.—‘* Whatever Mrs. Hodgson Burnett write 
is sure to be very much above the average and very 
well worth reading. ... The novel is emphatically 
one to be perused.” 

Manchester Guardian.—‘‘ Mrs. Burnett's great 
gift is that of a portrait painter. Her characters 
have the pre-eminent charm of life, and Emily Fox- 
Seton, later raised to the position of Marchioness of 
Walderhurst, brims over with it.” 





Second Impression Rapidly Selling. 


COUNT HANNIBAL. 


By STANLEY J. WEYMAN, , 
Author of ‘‘ The New Rector,” ‘‘ A Gentleman of 
France,” ‘‘ The Castle Inn,” &c. Crown 8vo, 6s. 
Times.—“ A picturesque and vigorous romance, 
..« The narrative will be followed with breathless 
interest by every reader.” 

Pall Mail Gazette.—‘‘‘ Count Hannibal’ is never 
dull for a moment ; sometimes it is enthralling.” 

Daily Telegraph.—“ A stirring historical romance, 
. . « There is a fine sense of bustling movement in 
every page.” , : aa 

Daily News.—‘' The thing is surprisingly well 
done. . . . Events follow one another with the same 
breathless sequence as in his previous romances.” 


COUNT HANNIBAL. 


Truth.—‘ Mr. Weyman has written nothing more 
thrilling than * Count Hannibal.’ . .. It is, however, 
the heroine herself who fascinates the reader of a 
story which will hold him breathless trom the first 
page to the last.” : : - 

Spectator —* The book is genuinely exciting up to 
the last page.” 5 

Guardian.—“Mr. Stanley Weyman's ‘Count 
Hannibal’ js fully worthy ot his great reputation—the 
style is brilliant, easy and clear; the invention of 
subject and the turns of fortune in the story sur- 
prising ; above all, the subtle painting of a man and 
a woman’s heart done with inexhaustible knowledge,” 


COUNT HANNIBAL. 


British Weekly.—‘ Altogether a thoroughly 
spirited, exciting, and thrilling tale... . one of 
those absorbing books which comes as a boon and a 
blessing to men.” 

Daily Mail.—‘*Mr. Weyman has drawn no figure 
whereon he may more safely base his claim to be 
a great novelist.” 


THE TORY LOVER. 


By SARAH ORNE JEWETT, 
Author of “* Repay! ser be Twin,’and other Stories, &c. 
With a Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Scotsman.—-‘ Very pleasant reading... . The 
style is literary and the story is well constructed. 
RICHARD HALPIN: 

A ROMANCE OF THE NEW NAVY. 
By MORGAN ROBERTSON, 
Author of “Spun Yarn,” ‘* Where Angels Fear to 

Tread,” &c, Crown 8vo, 6s, : 
Scotsman.—“ What Clark Russell has done with 
the British Mercantile Marine in fiction, it seems Mr. 
Morgan Robertson can do with United States 
Merchantmen and Man-of-War's Men both. This 
is a striking story of the sea.” 





London: SMITH, ELDER & Co. 15, Waterloo Place, S.W. 
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Messrs. Netson’ss New Books. 


Complete List post free on application. 








FOR THE COLOURS: an Historical 
Sketch of the British Army. By HERBERT 
H Ayens, Author of ‘* Ye Marine rs of England,” 
** Red, White, and Green,” &c. With Coloured 


NELSON’S 


N EW CENTURY LIBRARY. Z _. Illustrated by Miss PRESTON Maccoun. 


JIM’S SWEETHEARTS. By 


ty E. L. 
HAVERFIELD, Author ot ** Rhoda,” ‘Our Vow,’ 








Frontispiece and 32 Illustrations by ARCHIBALD 
Wess and other well-known Artists. Crown 
8vo bevelled boards, cloth extra, gilt top, 6s. 


IN FAIR GRANADA: a New Histori- 

cal Tale. By E. Everett-Green, Author ot 

fter Worcester,” ‘“* A Gordon Highlander,” 

&c. With Coloured Illustrations by WALTER 

Grieve. Crown 8vo bevelled boards, cloth | 
extra, gilt top, 88. 





HELD TO RANSOM. By F. B. 
FORESTER, Author of * ‘The Spanish Cousin,” 
‘A Settler's Story,” &c. Illustrated by ARCHI- | 
BALD Wess. Crown 8vo bevelled boards, cloth 
extra, gilt top, 5s. 


JACK RALSTON: a Tale of Life in 
the Far North-East of Canada. By HAmppen 
Burnnam, M.A., Author of ‘‘Canadians in 
the Imperial Service.” With Coloured Illus- 
trations by Watrer Grieve. Crown 8vo | 
bevelled boards, cloth extra, gilt top, 5s. 


Net, 2s., 2s. 6d., 3s. 








Pocket Editions of Standard Works. 
ON ROYAL INDIA PAPER. of 


The Handiest and most attractive 
ever published, 
Smallest Size (6% in. by 434 in. by ¥ in.) 
Thinnest Paper (Royal India). 
> 
Largest Type (Long Primer). 
Lightest Weight (under 8 07z.). 
Each work Complete in OneVolume and Unabridged. 
Prices: ; 
., and 3s. 6d. according to Binding. 
** Marvellous little volumes.” —Examine. 


THE NEW GENTURY SCOTT | *"c:..- 


The Complete Novels of 
SIR WALTER SCOTT, 


ON HONOUR: a Story of School and 

Home Life. By E. Davenport Apams, Author 
“A Girl of To-day,” &c. With Coloured 
Illustrations by R. FarQunHAR. Post 8vo, cloth 
extra, 2s. 6d. 


MADAMSCOURT; or, the Adventures 


or a Fugitive Princess. A New Story for Girls. 
By H. May Poynter, Author of *‘A Merry 
Heart,” “Scarlet Town,” &c. Illustrated by 
R. Farguuar. Post 8vo, cloth extra, as. 


GREAT EXPLORERS: An Account of 


Exploration and Travel in Man Lands. With 
32 Full-page Illustrations. Post 8vo, cloth 
extra, 2s. 


TWO OF A TRADE: A new Story for 
By the Author of “Val.” Illustrated. 
Post 8vo, cloth extra, 1s. 6d. 


DICKIE : A Story of Life ina Travelling 




















Bart. 


In 25 Unique Pocket Volumes. Show. By Mrs. Hamitton Synce, Author of 
FOR THE FAITH: A Story of the Re- ” — = “Glory,” &c. Illustrated. Post 8vo, ‘cloth 
formation Times oF én poe. By E Everetr- THE extra, rs, 6d. 
Green, Author of “The Heir of Hascombe wine es 
Hall,” ‘French and English,” &c. Illustrated | B or, Adrift 
i Ww. = Meanwen Post 8vo, cloth jn ng N EW CENTURY THACKERAY THREE, SAILOR BOYS ; of ‘Three —— 
38, 6d. BEING THE in an Open Boat, ona Coral Island, and among 


SCOUTING FOR BULLER: a_ Story 
of the South Afric: an War. By HERBERT 
Havens, Author of * A Fighter in Green, 
Captain of Irregulars.” With Coloured Illus- 
trations. Post 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. €d. 


THE CAPE AND ITS STORY: or, 
The Struggle for South Africa. With Coloured 
Illustrations. Post 8vo, cloth extra, 2s. 6d. 





THOS. NELSON and SONS, 35 


Complete Works of W. M. Thackeray. 


In 14 Pocket Volumes, sold in Sets from 31s. 6d. net, 
or separately. 


THE 


NEW CENTURY DICKENS 


Twelve Pocket Volumes Now Ready. 


yey +2 By Verney Loverr Came RON, 
od ».C. L., Commander Royal Nav 

of * jack Hooper, &c. Illustrated, 
cloth extra, us. 6d 


THE STORY OF ALFRED AND 
HIS TIMES. A Popular Life of Alfred the 
Great for Young People. By M. Dovgtas, 
Author of “ Breaking the Record,” &c. Illus- 
trated. Post 8vo, cloth extra, 1s. 6d. 


y, Author 


ost 8vo, 








5 and 36, Paternoster iin ciliate ins Edinburgh and New York 








THE CHRISTMAS NUMBER” 


OF THE 


PALL MALL MAGAZINE 


NOW READY. 


May be had of all Bookstalls and Booksellers. 





The entire Edition has been taken up by the trade, and to ensure 
possession of a copy of this beautiful and unique number it is 
necessary to ORDER AT ONCE. 


In addition to complete stories by 
I. ZANGWILL, S. CARLETON, A. T. QUILLER COUCH, 
BERNARD CAPES, EDEN PHILLPOTTS, MRS, HERON 
MAXWELL, and others, there is 


A STRIKING CHARACTER-STUDY AND 
CRITICISM OF 
ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. 


By W. E. HENLEY. 
With Full-page Portrait after Sir William Richmond's Painting. 


THE STRANGE STORY OF A PHANTOM 
ARMY. 


By the DUKE OF ARGYLL. 


HOW TO CHOOSE A WIFE. 


By Mrs, NEISH. 


EXQUISITELY ILLUSTRATED THROUGHOUT, and 
embellished with SIX BEAUTIFUL PLATES, including a 
charming 


COLOURED FRONTISPIECE. 


By J. WALTER WEST. 


PustisHep aT THe Orrices: 18, CHARING CROSS ROAD. 
PRICE ONE SHILLING, 








NOW COMPLETE. 


THE EDITION DE LUXE OF THE WORKS OF 


G. J. WHYTE-MELVILLE 


EDITED BY THE 
RIGHT HON. SIR HERBERT MAXWELL, BART., M.P. 
Gilt Tops. 





Demy 8vo, 
The Volumes are printed from new type on hand-made paper, 


specially manufactured for this Edition, and handsomely bound 
in buckram with gilt tops. 


Coloured Frontispiece on Japanese Vellum, and full-page 
Illustrations by well-known Artists. 


24 Volumes complete, £12 12s. nett. 





“He made the sporting novel something so entirely different to what it had 
been, that he must be recognised as the originator of a new species, more 
elevated, more refined, and more largely imbued with the spirit of modern 
society.” — The Standard. 

“WwW hat is most rare in writers of this class, Whyte-Melville possessed to a 
considerable degree—namely, the ability to hold the attention of readers, 
whether they were sportsmen or not.’ —Saturday Review. 

“ The edition has everything to recommend it externally." — The Times. 

**An edition more worthy of the novelist has certainly not been issued 
before.” — The World. 

“It is as handsome a volume as one could wish to see.’ 
Guardian. 

** Good paper and type and a good serviceable binding." —T7he Times. 

** Altogether a pleasure to read.” — The Field. 

“ A handsomely printed edition.” —/ “all Mall Gazette. 

“‘ These tasteful buckram volumes are worthy of the man and the matter in 
them.” —Pall Mali Gasette. 

‘*These capital books . 
Gacette. 

** Fulfils every requirement of the book lover in paper, type, illustrations, and 
binding.” —Saturday Review. 

“ Has every claim to be considered an Edition de Luxe.” —Truth. 

** The pleasant setting of this handsome edition.” —.Sfectator. 


W. THACKER & CO., 2, Creed Lane, London, E.C, 


’"— Manchester 


the work of a born story-teller.”"—S?#. James's 
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A SELECTION FROM 


ODDER & STOUGHTON'S AUTUMN LIST. 





NEW NOVELS. 
A FIRST EDITION OF 10,000 COPIES. Ready on Monday. Price 6s. 


THE MAN FROM GLENGARRY. The New long Novel 
by RALPH CONNOR, Author of “ Black Rock” (Fifth Edition, 6s.) and 
** The Sky Pilot” (Seventh Edition, 6s.). 

“‘ The Man from Glengarry” is considered by all who have read it to be the 
author's finest piece of work. The story deals with the life of a Scottish High- 
lander among the Lumbermen of Canada, and is full of the local colour and the 
types of Scottish, French Canadian, and American character which have proved 
so attractive to readers of Ralph Connor's work. 


IAN MACLAREN’S GREAT SUCCESS. 
SECOND EDITION IN A FEW DAYS. Cloth, 6s. 
YOUNG BARBARIANS. By Ian Maclaren, Author of 


‘* Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush.” “With 16 Full-Page [Illustrations by 
Harold Copping. 
“ One of the very best books of the season.”— Standard. 
“In its humour and pathos equal to anything Ian Maclaren has written. 
‘ Bulldog’ is almost as good as the Doctor dear to Drumtochty.”—Punch. 
** Tan Maclaren has seldom done anything better—certainly he has never done 
anything more humorous—than the ‘ Young Barbarians.’ ”— 7ymes. ‘ 
lighly enjoyable. We have seldom seen a book more full of genuine irre- 
sistible fun.” —.Sfectator. 


JOSEPH HOCKING’S BEST BOOK. 
Seventh Thousand. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
O'ER MOOR AND FEN. By Joseph Hocking. With 
8 Full-Page Illustrations by Harold Copping. 

“ A very good book. The illustrations are admirable.”—St. James's Gazette. 
“ A highly interesting and clever description of Lancashire and Methodist 
life."—Daily Express. * 

MISS E. H. FOWLER'S NEW NOVEL. 
SECOND EDITION NOW READY. 6s. 
THE. WORLD AND WINSTOW. By Edith Henrietta 
C -ER. 


© The novel in all respects is one of notable merit.”—Scofsman. 

**Anovel much above the average, and which does not depend for its success 
on a straining after epigrammatic diction or sensational incident, but on genuine 
good work.”—Aberdeen Free Press. 

A NOTABLE NOVEL BY A NEW WRITER. 
SECOND EDITION NEARLY READY. Cloth, 6s. 
THE POTTER AND THE CLAY. A Romance. By Maud 
_. HOWARD PETERSON. 

“*The Potter and the Clay’ isa notable piece of work—a moving story—a 

fine study.” —-Punch. ** Destined for success.”"—Academy. 


NEW NOVEL BY LESLIE KEITH. 
Crown 8yo, cloth, 6s. 


PENANCE. A Novel. By Leslie Keith. 

**Considerable cleverness has gone to produce‘ Penance.’ . . . ‘Penance’ is 
well constructed and well written.” — Daily Graphic. 

“There is good writing in ‘Penance. The story is well put together, and 
the characters move and talk naturally.”-- Manchester Guardian. 


ANNIE E. HOLDSWORTH’S NEW NOVEL. 
Crown. 8vo, cloth, 6s. 
GREAT LOWLANDS. By Annie E. Holdsworth (Mrs. 
LEE HAMILTON). 
“The characters are vigorously and freshly drawn, with sure touches of 
human nature. Some of the situations are strikingly dramatic, others are full of 
that pathos which Mrs. Lee Hamilton puts in with a sure hand.”— Scotsman. 





DEDICATED BY PERMISSION TO THE PRINCESS OF WALES. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s, 
EDWARD THE EXILE. A Romance of History. By 
MARY M. DAVIDSON. 
** The characters are well drawn and the story well written.”—Skefch. 
“Ts an exciting narrative, and is well worth reading.”"— 7ymes. 
DAVID LYALL’S NEW STORY. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s, 
THE REDEMPTION OF NEIL MACLEAN. By David 
LYALL, Author of ‘t The Land o’ the Leal.” 


REMARKABLE NEW NOVEL. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 
KITTY ' FAIRHALL. By John Halsham, Author of 
“Idlehurst, &c, 

** John Halsham is undoubtedly one of the greatest masters ot style among us, 
a most charming, delicate, and accomplished writer.”"—CrLaupius CLEAR in the 
British Weekly. 

** We heartily recommend an exceptionally good novel.” —Sfectator. 





ROSALINE MASSON’S NEW NOVEL. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 
IN OUR TOWN. By Rosaline Masson, Author of “The 
Transgressors,” &c, 
‘It is certainly a book which all will read with interest, and a considerable 
amount of pleasure.” — Scotsman. 








DR, JOHN WATSON’S GREAT WORK, 
Price 25s. net. Prospectus on application, 
THE LIFE OF THE MASTER. By Rev. John Watson. 


M.A., D.D. With 16 Full-Page Illustrations in Colours, by an Artist sent 
specially to Palestine for the work. 





HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF ARGYLL. 
Ready in a few days. Imperial 8vo, cloth gilt, 9s. 
A GIFT BOOK FOR THE HOME, Poems by His Grace 


the DUKE of ARGYLL, K.T. With Illustrations from the Old Masters 
&e. 





SECOND EDITION READY IN A FEW 
Cloth, 3s. 6d. 


LETTERS ON LIFE. By Claudius Clear. 
** Shrewd, suggestive, and kindly.”—Jl//ustrated London News. 
‘* Their driving alertness gives them a separate place in journalistic writing. 
. Illuminated by wide reading and the fruits of much good talk,”"—Academy. 
** Claudius Clear’s ‘lay sermons’ may do the arm-chair reader as much good 
as the sermon preached from the pulpit.” —Ziferature. 


DAYS. 





REV. HUGH BLACK’S NEW VOLUME. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 


CULTURE AND RESTRAINT. By Rev. Hugh Black, M.A. 
dinburgh. 

Ian Maclaren, in the British Weekly, writes: “ From the first page to the 
last the book is thoroughly well informed, fair-minded in tho highest degree, 
acute in criticism, and written with an engaging lucidity of style. It is also en- 
riched and beautified by many pt quotations, and should be persuasive with all 
schools through its pervading human sympatby.” 

**Mr. Black’s ‘Culture and Restraint’ isa really fine book. We believe 
that no one can read it carefully without being better for it.—-The Pilot. 


REV. J. H. JOWETT’S NEW VOLUME, 


Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 


APOSTOLIC OPTIMISM, and other Sermons. By Rev. 

J. H. JOWETT, M.A., Birmingham. 

‘**The volume is a great refreshment. As we breathe its bracing air, and 
take in its great horizons, we realize afresh the greatness of the pulpit’s mission 
when adequately conceived—the infinite importance both to individual and to 
national lite of the message the true preacher has to bring.” —Christiqn World. 








REV. W. ROBERTSON NICOLL, LL.D, 
Ready Shortiy. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 


THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION: Christ and Recent 
Criticism. By the Rev. W. ROBERTSON NICOLL, LL.D, 





“A DAINTY, DELIGHTFUL BOOK.” 


White-vellum-bound volume, pale blue ribbons, 6s. 


THE BRIDE’S BOOK. By Mrs. E. T. Cook. 

‘It would have seemed almost impossible to write a six-shilling book all 
about love and marriage without beimg either maudlin or depressing. But Mrs. 
Cook has done it. She has produced a bock which is full of laughter, and yet 
must be taken seriously.”—Dazily Chronicle. 

“ EXCELLENTLY EDITED,’—Andrew Lang in the Morning Post. 


In two handsome volumes, royal 8vo, 25s. net. 


SIX SAINTS OF THE COVENANT: Peden, Semple, 
Wellwood, Cameron, Cargill, Smith, By PATRICK WALKER. Edited, 
with Illustrative Documents, Introduction, Notes and Glossary, by D. HAY 
FLEMING, LL.D., with an Introduction by S. R. CROCKETT. 

“We welcome with the utmost gratitude this new and splendid edition of 

Patrick Walker's Lives. ’—Aritish Weekly. 

UNIFORM WITH “SUNDAY AFTERNOON VERSES.’ 
Ready ina few days. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d., cloth, 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON PRAYERS, Collected from the 


British Weekly. 


THE RED LEATHER SERIES. 


FIRST THREE VOLUMES. 16mo, as. 6d. each net. 
Mary Wilkins.—CINNAMON ROSES, 


Alfred Tennyson.—IN MEMORIAM.—With a Commentary 
by L. MOREL, LL.D. 


George Borrow—ISOPEL BERNERS. The Text, with 
Introduction by THOMAS SECCOMBE, Assistant Editor of the“ Dictionary 
of National Biography.” 

DR. PARKER'S PULPIT BIBLE. 
NOW READY. Price £2 2s. net. Prospectus on application, 


THE PULPIT BIBLE. Original Notes and Comments on 
HOLY SCRIPTURE from GENESIS to REVELATION. By Rev. 
JOSEPH PARKER, D.D. The Notes are printed in the margin of a hand- 
some Quarto Bible. Specially printed in New Type, and strongly bound in 
Persian Levant. 

‘* The work itself is a marvel of industry and of homiletic genius.”—Christian 

World. 


London: HODDER & STOUGHTON, 27, Paternoster Row, E.C, 
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THE WEEK. 


Last Thursday the Zimes published a long tele- 
gram from its correspondent at Pretoria estimating the 
force of the enemy at some 70 commandoes, ranging 
from 50 to 400 strong. Of these he places a third in 
the Orange Free State, east of the railway ; a fifth, or 
less, south of the Orange; and the remainder in the 
Transvaal. The Times elsewhere deplores Lord 
Kitchener’s present methods of conducting the cam- 
paign, and urges the use of small bodies of mounted 
men, with a minimum of transport, to follow the Boer 
methods. He estimates the force at Lord Kitchener’s 
disposal for the offensive at some 45,000 men, and 
demands reinforcements. There is nothing in the 
letter to indicate whether this gentleman is or is not 
the authority whose intimate knowledge of the enemy’s 
movements enabled him to locate Botha on Lake 
Chrissie on the very day that that general was engaged 
in capturing two guns at Braakenlaagte, about 100 
miles away. 


FoucueE in the north-east of Cape Colony has re- 
ported to an English officer that he has shot two 
privates of the Connaught Rangers whom he had taken 
prisoner. The War Office has not yet been able to 
communicate the accusations made by the Boer com- 
mandant as the motive of his action. The main mili- 
tary interest of this deplorable news lies in the question 
whether or no this is the beginning of reprisals on the 
part of the enemy. Awaiting further details, it is a 
general opinion that the shooting of these men was 
not in the nature of reprisals, which, if taken, would 
presumably be against officers ; but it is impossible to 
draw any conclusions with regard to this grave—very 
grave—departure until Lord Kitchener sends home, and 
the War Office communicates, the text of the letter 
received at Dordrecht. 


THE Matin, a paper controlled by the present 
French Cabinet, published upon Tuesday last what 
purported to be extracts from General Voyron’s con- 
fidential reports upon the looting of Prince Li’s palace 
by the French missionaries after the relief of the Lega- 
tions and the occupation of Pekin. M. Pichon, recently 
the French Minister at Pekin, thereupon granted an 
interview to the Echo de Paris, the organ of the 
Nationalist Opposition, in which he implies that, 
though differing in religion from the French monks 
(M. Pichon is a Huguenot), he thought the other mis- 
sionaries equally to blame. M. Pichon has written to 
deny the looting of shops by the ladies of the Legations, 
and refuses to confirm the rumour of a sale of the 
Indians’ loot at auction by one of our officers. M. 
Opper de Blowitz, the Zimes correspondent in Paris, 
urges a general silence upon the matter, as its further 
discussion seems to him injurious to all parties. The 
revelations of the M/a¢in may have some effect upon the 





apportionment of the new French Loan of 10 millions 
on the security of the Chinese indemnity. 


THE effect produced in Germany by Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s speech at Edinburgh reached a ciimax in the 
semi-official interference of last Friday, the 22nd. 
There has since then been a certain lull in the agita- 
tion, but the German Government have not yet made 
any authoritative statement, and until they do this 
dangerous and somewhat unexpected incident cannot 
be regarded as closed. Meanwhile the interpellation 
which was threatened by the National Liberal Party in 
the Reichstag appears to have been withdrawn at the 
suggestion of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who 
has announced his intention of making a statement 
upon the matter at the proper time. A number of 
meetings are, however, still due, and there is no news 
of their having been cancelled. Lord Lansdowne’s 
recent speech, with its merited and courteous reference 
to the late German Ambassador, was certainly intended 
to allay, and has perhaps succeeded in allaying, some 
part of the irritation caused by his colleague’s remarks. 


Tue riots which broke out in Athens upon the 21st 
in connection with the attempt to issue a translation of 
the Gospels in the popular dialect have had their sequel 
in the resignation of M. Theotokis, the Premier, and 
also in the more or less enforced resignation of the 
Metropolitan. The importance of the Premier’s action 
consists in the fact that he had defended the translation 
as the act—or as due to the initiative—of the Queen, 
who could not understand the religious and patriotic 
sentiments involved in the attitude of the University. 
M. Theotokis had received a majority of thirteen in the 
Chamber, and his resignation came somewhat as a sur- 
prise. The new Prime Minister is M. Zaimis, who 
took the oath of office upon the 25th, and will act as 
Minister of Justice till order is restored. The session 
of the Chamber of Deputies at Athens is suspended for 
forty days. 


Tue civil war in Colombia threatens no immediate 
complications. At the time of writing the bombard- 
ment of the town of Colon has been postponed, 
apparently by the concerted action of the English, 
American, and French naval commanders. The 
Governmental troops appear to have achieved some 
success in their march to recover the capital, but the 
whole operations are on a very small scale. The 
Inter-oceanic Railway, which is a chief artery of the 
trade of America, is held by a force landed from the 
American cruiser present in the roads. There is an 
understanding between the Colombian Government, the 
insurgents, and the American commander that the 
railway shall be held neutral, and that the service of 
trains shall be continued. Fighting has also occurred 
at Panama. As we go to press news has reached New 
York that the insurgents (by their own account) have 
achieved several minor successes, and the American 
commander stationed off Panama expects an imme- 
diate and decisive engagement. 


Sir Henry CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN addressed a 
After remarking 


meeting at Lancaster on Tuesday. 
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on the enthusiastic spirit of Liberalism in Lancashire, 
he repeated his opinion that criticism of the Govern- 
ment was a patriotic duty. The Government said he 
was encouraging the enemy. It was an idle and 
groundless slander. He had always held that incor- 
poration in the Empire ‘‘on some condition or other ” 
was inevitable after the outbreak of war. But Ministers 
stiffened resistance by talking of ‘‘no shred of inde- 
pendence.” Would Scotland have agreed to union 
if that language had been held? Scottish customs 
and religion had been scrupulously respected. 
We had no wish to destroy the identity of the 
Boer nationality within our borders. South Africa 
could only be settled by conciliation. If any 
speeches could encourage the enemy, they were 
speeches that talked of ‘‘ no shred of independence” or 
provoked European hostility. Passing to the question 
of parliamentary procedure, he said it was not neces- 
sarily the fault of the House of Commons if Ministers 
found it difficult to get their measures through. Sir 
William Harcourt and Sir Michael Hicks-Beach passed 
their Budgets without the closure. He would welcome 
devolution, but he would watch jealously any proposal 
to interfere with the liberties of the House of Com- 
mons. He would oppose any Redistribution Bill that 
was an Irish Punishment Bill. 


Mr. BALFourR was prevented by illness from 
addressing a political meeting at Wolverhampton on 
Tuesday. The only important speech on the Govern- 
ment side during the last week was made by Lord 
Lansdowne, on Wednesday, at Darlington. Lord 
Lansdowne said he would respect the cautious and 
reticent traditions of the Foreign Office, but he thought 
he might, at any rate, prophecy that when Parliament 
met the Government would be able to announce that 
our foreign relations were friendly and satisfactory. 
The chief cause of preoccupation he thought was 
the extraordinarily keen commercial competition for 
markets which often made merchants’ warlike. 
The negotiations at Pekin had not been wholly 
unsuccessful, and negotiations had just begun at 
Shanghai designed to release our trade from certain 
impediments. With America our relations were 
friendly. A new discussion was proceeding over the 
Panama Canal. The war had not added to our popu- 
larity in Europe, but it had shown how compact the 
Empire was. To argue that the situation in South 
Africa was bad was mischievous and inaccurate. The 
Government had made mistakes, but the clouds were 
lifting. It was better that the war should be prolonged 
for years than that we should have a ‘‘ discreditable 
peace.” 


WE agree, as our readers know, with what Lord 
Edmond Fitzmaurice said on-Thursday, that it was a 
pity Liberals everywhere did not insist at the begin- 
ning of the war that an indemnity and a cession of 
territory were the right conditions of peace. The de- 
mand for attempting to end the war now by negotiation 
has been reinforced during the last week by Mr. Sidney 
Buxton. Mr. Shaw, speaking at Selkirk, applied to 
Lord Milner what Mr. Chamberlain said about Sir 
Bartle Frere : 


“No one can doubt the energy of the High Commis- 
sioner. He has energy and to spare. Indeed, it would 
have been better for our South African dominions if he had 
been a little less energetic. I will not for a moment pre- 
sume to doubt the ability of the High Commissioner. In 
other positions he has shown it, and in other positions 
may still show it in the service of the Crown. I 
will admit also that he is a man of high integrity 
of purpose and great conscientiousness, but these 
qualities only make him the more dangerous, becatise 
ability misdirected is more fatal than ignorance itself. The 
conscientiousness of the High Commissioner can only lead 
to one conclusion; that he is not likely to change opinions 
he has deliberately formed, and which he has so frankly 


confessed. It has been suggested that continued confidence 
must be placed in him in order that he may bring the 
present difficulties to a satisfactory conclusion; but I 
cannot see the logic of that argument: I think that the man 
who has unnecessarily raised these difficulties is the least 
likely person now to allay them.” 


Sir Edward Grey still thinks ‘‘ very little can be done 
by negotiation, and that Lord Milner is the best man 
to settle South Africa”—an opinion which definitely 
separates him from the great men of influential Liberal 
opinion. He also acquits Mr. Chamberlain of all re- 
sponsibility for the recent German demonstrations ! 


It is good news that the Liberals of Liskeard have 
decided to recommend Mr. Courtney as the Liberal 
candidate for the next election. It is a sad comment 
on the state of our politics that Mr. Courtney has been 
out of Parliament the last year, and all Englishmen 
who value a strenuous independence and fidelity to 
conviction will welcome the prospect of his return. 
Mr. Birrell has decided to attack North Bristol. 
He gave up a safe seat in Scotland ina devotion 
that was almost quixotic to his party, and, though 
we have not always been able to agree with his 
opinions on South Africa, we think it a thousand pities 
that obscure politicians should have been preferred to 
him as candidates for more promising constituencies. 
Mr. Birrell would have kept the seat in Lanarkhire. 
The Liberals of Tavistock have wisely adopted their 
old member, Mr. Luttrell, who was unhappily obliged 
to retire last year on account of illness. Mr. Luttrell’s 
health is fortunately quite restored, and the speech he 
made to the Liberal Association before his adoption, in 
which he urged the necessity of an armistice and the 
despatch of a Commission, shows that his return will 
mean an accession to the forces of Gladstonian 
Liberalism in the House of Commons. 


One of the worst symptoms of the decay of our 
commercial classes is to be found in the Chambers of 
Commerce, which are now, in many cases, little better 
than clubs for the promotion of Jingoism and Protec- 
tion. At one of these (in spite of protests) Mr. Gerald 
Balfour last week dictated terms to the Boers. At the 
Croydon Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, Mr. 
Ritchie showed at least a little more perception of the 
real state of affairs. He said that if any Boer general 
‘representing the Boer people in arms” would make an 
analogous proposition to that already rejected, it would 
be referred home by Lord Kitchener and would ‘‘ form 
a basis for the conclusion of peace.”’ It seems that the 
Croydon juminary who proposed the toast of Mr. 
Ritchie’s health expressed a hope that the income-tax 
payer would be spared. Mr. Ritchie replied very 
sensibly that the income-tax is the war-tax, and that 
it would never do to put the whole burden on the cen- 
sumer. ‘‘ He was sure that the proposer of the toast 
would not advocate that money for war purposes should 
be raised by indirect taxation.” Well, we are not sure 
whether Mr. Ritchie would regard license duties as direct 
or indirect. We have some hope that the Govern- 
ment will tackle the license duties this year, for 
there is talk of licensing foreign organ-grinders. 


Tue Daily Chronicle has brought on itself a sharp 
rebuke from the British Medical Journal for its ignorant 
handling of statistics. That paper, it will be recollected, 
contrived to give its readers the impression that the 
mortality statistics were not so serious as they appeared 
by quoting certain statements made bya medical officer at 
Bath, without adding the reservations the medical officer 
attaches to the comparison he drew. The British Medical 
Journal is justly severe on this trick. ‘‘ To compare the 
infantile death rate in our great towns with the death rate 
among children in the camps shows a lamentable 
ignorance of statistical methods.” The Dadly Chronicle, 
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after being thus convicted of gross ignorance or fraud, 
found a solace in an article by an ‘‘ actuarial corre- 
spondent of the TZimes.” This learned gentleman 
suggested that about 80 per cent. of the deaths were 
deaths of newly-born children. It turns out, as the 


Westminster Gaselte points out, that the actual 
deaths among newly-born children amount to 22 


per cent. ! 


So much for the pretensions of the Dazly Chronicle 
to be regarded as a fair and honest exponent of facts 
that affect very intimately the honour of the country. 
That paper, however, does not confine itself to these 
distortions and misrepresentations. It printed on 
Tuesday an offensive letter attacking Miss Hobhouse 
over an anonymous signature. The Daily Chronicle 
gave prominence to the infamous attack on a lady 
whose credibility has been vouched for by Mr. Asquith 
—no emotional and impressionable politician—and 
whose criticisms and warnings have been justified to 
the letter out of the Government’s report. The Daily 
Chronicle thus gives public encouragement to an appeal 
to withhold the use of halls and chapels from Miss 
Hobhouse. An honourable part for a quondam Liberal 
paper to play! The same day the Daily Chronicle 
published—-with a friendly note of its own—a letter 
from a Conservative calling upon the Liberal Party to 
repudiate Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman. It seems 
as if the implacable hostility with which Mr. Cook 
pursued Mr. Gladstone in the last years of his life has 
been transferred to all that stands for Liberalism and 
chivalry in the nation, 


So great is the indignation felt in London at the 
new telephone charges, that some of the odium falls on 
the National Telephone Company. From the time when 
Sir James Fergusson, as the Morning Leader reminds 
us, ‘in the last hours of his Postmaster-Generalship, 
signed the agreement with the company, of which he 
soon afterwards became a director, its record has been 
one of unfailing success at the expense of the public.” 
Now, when that astute negotiator Mr. Forbes, retires from 
the chairmanship, he is succeeded by another ex- Minister, 
Sir Henry Fowler. At this even the Dazly Chronicle pro- 
tests. Itis sorry to see that Sir Henry has accepted ‘‘a 
position which is almost certain to bring him into con- 
flict with the interests of the public.” 


Wiru remarkable unanimity the three law news 
papers condemn, either expressly or by obvious 
implication, the rejection by the Judicial Committee of 
Mr. Marais’ petition for leave to appeal. The decision 
has elicited, observes the Zaw Zimes, “more or less 
pointed comment both from lay and professional 
sources.” The Pall Mail, e.g., reminds its readers of the 
memorable difference between Cockburn and Blackburn 
in Governor Eyre’s case. In a public comment on 
Blackburn’s charge to the jury, the Lord Chief Justice 
said: ‘‘ Above all, I dissent from the direction that the 
removal of Mr. Gordon from Kingston in to the pro- 
claimed district for the purpose of subjecting him to 
martial law was legally justified.” And, in the words 
of the Zaw Times, ‘‘Cockburn’s has generally been 
supposed to be the better opinion.’”’ The same paper, 
referring to the action of Lord Halsbury in deciding as 
a judge that what had been done by his Ministerial 
colleagues was legal, quotes Lord Campbell’s comment 
on Lord Ellenborough (who had become a member of the 
Cabinet when Chief Justice, but carefully refrained from 
atteading Councils at which prosecutions for treason or 
sedition were discussed): ‘‘ Still, however, the Govern- 
ment did not attempt to answer the observation that 
the circumstance of a Chief Justice being a member ot 
the Cabinet, however fair his conduct might be, was 
sure to bring suspicion upon the administration of 


justice before him in all connected with 


politics.” 


cases 


THe Law Journal, which devotes more than a 
column to Mr. Frederic Harrison’s unqualified denuncia- 
tion of the Chancellor’s decision, obviously sympathises 
with his protest. The Solzci/ors’ Journal, also com- 
menting on ‘‘ the somewhat dangerous step of giving 
a decision first and postponing the reasons,” quotes 
the opinion of Lords Campbell and Cranworth, that 
‘* martial law cannot in strictness be said to supersede 
the ordinary tribunals, inasmuch as it only exists by 
reason of those tribunals having been already super- 
seded.” With delicate irony the Zaw Journal suggests 
that ‘‘ doubtless the reasons for the decision of the 
Judicial Committee, when they are given, will show how 
the present case, in which it would seem the civil courts 
were readily available, is to be distinguished.” 


THE preamble of the new German Tariff Bill was 
issued to members of the Reichstag on Saturday. 
It consists of seventeen pages—a historical review of 
German Customs policy since 1879, followed by the 
reasons for a new classification of goods and for the 
rejection of ad valorem duties and the substitution of 
duties according to net weight, followed by some 
general remarks on German commerce and manufac- 
ture, which showed such satisfactory progress until 
the reaction of last year. The difficulties of agricul- 
tural landlords and farmers are then set forth, and 
stress is laid upon the increase in the wages of the 
agricultural classes, which involves a serious increase 
in working expenses. As a mitigation of these evils (!) 
the preamble pleads for that increase in the import 
duties on agricultural products which is the really 
momentous part of the new tariff proposals. ‘‘In 
contrast "to fagriculture,” continues the preamble, 
‘*industry. needs, on the whole, no increased protec- 
tion.” ‘There are some ambiguous and alarming sen- 
tences about commercial treaties and their renewal 
the prospect of which ‘‘cannot yet be foreseen.” 
Protection, we are told, is required both by some 
industries of long standing and also by such 
industriés as have been only lately founded. A 
correspondent of the Standard in Odessa states that 
both the official and commercial classes in Russia are 
preparing for tariff war with Germany. ‘‘ Within all 
ranks of Russian society,” says an Odessan journal, 
‘‘there is but one opinion of the new German Tariff 
Bill. With the doubling of the German import duty on 
Russian grain there finally vanishes all possibility of 
the renewal of the treaty between the two countries.” 


THE interesting article from the pen of that brilliant 
Viennese journalist Doctor Heinrich Kanner, which 
will be found in another part of this number of Zhe 
Speaker, will open the eyes of our readers to a very 
important aspect of international politics. We com. 
mend the article, not because we agree with the 
economic views that underlie it, but because it makes 
clear what we know to be the dominant conceptions of 
the ruling parties in Austria and Hungary. We believe 
that both the Hungarian and Austrian Governments are 
inclined to renew the Ausgleich for another ten years 
in view of the German menace ; but if by any chance 
the German Tariff Bill should be lost the chances of 
such a renewal would be much smaller, for then both 
Austria and [fungary would hope by separate bargains 
with Germany and other Powers to compensate them- 
selves for markets lost by markets gained. The whole 
controversy shows clearly the miserable condition of 
continental Europe, whose peoples, oppressed by the 
burdens of militarism, are engaged in a ceaseless cOm- 
mercial war against one another which raises prices 
and inflicts irreparable losses upon both the consumer 
and the producer. 
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THE DERBY MEETING. 


“THE best tribute to Sir Henry Campbell-Banner- 
man’s vigour and independence is to be found in 
the attacks that are made on him every day in the 
Imperialist Press. .All the familiar devices are pressed 
into the service. His words are distorted, his criticisms 
caricatured, and some obliging foreigner is always 
ready at a convenient moment to explain that the 
Liberal Leader’s speeches are setting all Europe against 
his country. Any person of reasonable information 
turns to the foreign column of the Zimes less to learn 
what is happening in foreign countries than to find 
what impression Mr. Moberley Bell and his friends wish 
at a particular moment to create in this country. 
When so many malicious accusations are being 
brought against the Liberal Leader, it is well to recol- 
lect exactly what it is he has saic, and said persistently. 
A very large number of farms have been burnt because 
their owner was in the field. The womenand children 
who lived in those farms have had all their property 
and clothing destroyed, and in the camps where they 
had been concentrated they have died at a rate un 
known outside the history of Oriental plagues; 
women and children whose husbands were on 
commando were placed on half rations; in our own 
colony British subjects have been compelled to witness 
the execution of rebels. These facts are nowhere dis- 
puted. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman thinks they 
discredit the renown and the history of his country, 
His opponents think they do not. Liberals cherish so 
warmly the precious memories of their country that 
they resent the use of methods which they regard as 
outraging the fair name of the nation. The Im- 
perialists think the fair name of their country counts for 
nothing against the necessity of crushing resistance. 
That is the issue between the two parties. Liberals 
argue that England is so great that she suffers if she 
does anything that is mean or cruel. The Imperialists 
argue that England is so great that she can do anything 
she pleases. The only question is whether certain 
things are honourable to the nation ornot. The answer 
to that question depends upon the view that is taken of 
the nation’s honour, and if Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman had failed to influence or persuade a single 
one of his countrymen, he would still have dischargeda 
great patriotic duty in protesting against the doctrine 
that the English name has sunk so low and her honour 
is so lightly regarded that nothing her Government 
can do can soil her reputation or discredit her flag. 
These attacks on Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman 
have failed, because there is a good deal more of the 
old English spirit left than the new Imperialists—who 
often see the nation through the adulterated atmos- 
phere of an imported and interested loyalism—had 
imagined. That spirit has asserted itself in the demon- 
strations of welcome to the Liberal Leader in Lanca- 
shire and in the West. It will assert itself again, if 
we are not mistaken, at the meeting of the General 
Committee of the National Liberal Federation at 
Derby on Wednesday. Mr. Balfour is still assuring 
us that nobody can settle South Africa except the 
men who are responsible for all our difficulties. This 
childish trifling is not likely to impose on men who 


have lived through two years of startling disillusion- 
ment. There is a growing body of opinion which 
demands new methods and new men. Peace in South 
Africa depends not on conquest but on diplomacy, and 
men who are the apostles and the instruments of con- 
quest are the last persons in the world to open negotia- 
tions with any hope of success. Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman, Lord Spencer, Mr. Morley, Sir William 
Harcourt, Sir Robert Reid, Mr. Shaw, Lord Aberdeen, 
Mr. Birrell, Mr. Robertson, Mr. Mather, Mr. H. J. 
Wilson, and many other Liberals have declared their 
opinion that conciliation should be tried, and that it 
should be tried by some other agent than Lord Milner. 
The Liberals who meet at Derby next week have an 
excellent opportunity of strengthening this demand for 
sane statesmen and sane statesmanship. 





THE RAND AND RHODESIA. 


HE meeting of the Conservative Caucus at 
Wolverhampton displayed in most respects 
qualities of patient discipline and trained apathy which 
the Duke of Devonshire himself in his waking moments 
might admire. The delegates listened to Dr. Ruther- 
foord Harris on Education as if he had been the saint of 
rationalism instead of a convicted exponent of the art 
of political forgery. Nothing, of course, is more con- 
genial to the foreigners who inspire our Conservative 
Press than an importation from Rhodesia. Even the 
St. Jumes’s Gasette utters a magnificat if Dr. Harris 
opens his mouth. But when Education had been dis- 
posed of, an awkward incident occurred. Sir F. 
Dixon Hartland, M.P., moved: 


“That seeing that the expenses caused by the war in 
South Africa have been entirely incurred for its benefit, and 
were caused by the acts of the Transvaal and Orange Free 
State Governments, it is unjust that they should be borne 
by the British taxpayer, but should be placed on a war loan 
the interest and gradual extinction of which should be pai 
for out of the taxation of the rich mining and other indus- 
tries of these States.” 


In reply to a question, he explained that he desired to 
charge on the two States only such part of the expense 
as was justly due. He would leave the Government to 
fix what properly belonged to them. 

Lord Windsor was afraid that such a resolution 
would hamper the Government, and strongly protested. 
Mr. Tomlinson, M. P., moved to amend the resolution by 
leaving out all the words after ‘‘ British taxpayer.” Mr. 
Walter Greene, M.P., begged the mover to withdraw 
the resolution. Sir F. Dixon Hartland was afraid its 
withdrawal would lead the Government to think that 
the Conference did not wish any part of the cost of 
the war to be borne by the Transvaal. The previous 
question was moved, but the Chairman ruled it out of 
order. Then a Delegate, amid some confusion, moved 
that the Conference proceed to the next business; but 
this was lost by a large majority. At length, however, 
a resolution was unanimously agreed : 


“ That seeing that many of the expenses caused by the 
war in South Africa have been entirely incurred for its 
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benefit, and were caused by the acts of the Transvaal and 

Orange Free State Governments, it is unjust that they 

should all be borne by the British taxpayer.” 

This discussion shows pretty clearly which way 
the wind is blowing in the Tory ranks. There is many 
a hearty squire who talks like a pro-Boer over his port. 
There is many a ‘‘ Conservative working-man” who 
grumbles and growls about the war over his pipe and 
pot of ale. At the Northern Union of Conservative 
Associations only a few weeks ago two Cabinet 
Ministers had to listen to the most violent denunciations 
of the helots of Park-lane. The spirit of the rank and 
file is very disquieting for Ministers whose political 
future is bound up with the deep designs of Mr. Rhodes 
and the shallow speeches of Lord Milner. . 

Let us take another incident of the week to illus- 
trate the difficulties which beset the Government in 
regard to the question: Who is to pay for the war? 
The Outlander Committee was dissatisfied with Sir 
David Barbour’s report upon the contribution to: be 
made by the mines, and has interviewed Lord Milner 
upon this and other subjects. According to the special 
correspondent of the Standard at Durban, Lord Milner, 
replying to a suggestion that Cape Colony and Natal 
should assist Johannesburg in its small prospective 
contribution, consoled the poor Outlanders by pro- 
mising them that John Bull’s broad shoulders will bear 
the burden. He stated that ‘‘he did not think that the 
British Government would lay a heavy burden on the 
Transvaal. They must remember that the liberation 
of the Transvaal had cost the British an enormous 
sacrifice in life and money. If the honour and 
glory were England’s, the benefits were theirs.” 
The Standard regards the discussion at Wolverhamp- 
ton as ‘‘premature.” It will be ‘‘ time enough,” ob- 
serves our wise contemporary, ‘‘ to decide how the cost 
of the fighting is to be met when peace has resumed its 
reign.” It is well to realise that the sacrifices of the 
British taxpayer have scarcely yet begun. The income- 
tax has risen from eightpence to fourteen-pence ;, but 
it may be doubted whether a tenth part of the cost of 
the war will have been paid by next March. Apparently, 
however, the Standard agrees with Lord Milner— 
though our wise contemporary says nothing about 
‘*the honour and glory ’—that the war was undertaken 
to benefit the British and foreign population of the Rand : 

“Confessedly, the immediate occasion of the conflict 
forced upon Great Britain was the effort of the Imperial 
Government to relieve the mining and commercial com- 
munity in the Transvaal from the galling exactions and dis- 
abilities that hampered their enterprise and prejudiced the 
enjoyment of elementary rights of individual freedom.” 

It would seem to follow that those for whom and 
at whose instigation the war was incurred should pay 
for it. But the Standard knows, like Lord Milner, that 
at most they will not be called on to pay one-fifth part ; 
and would console us wretched taxpayers as follows : 

“The struggle, costly as it has proved to be, has, never- 
theless, been of inestimable service in welding into one all 
the scattered communities which are within the bond of 
British allegiance. It is only right that the gold mines and 
all the other sources of wealth which will be developed 
under our flag shall be taxed to discharge the debt incurred 
in removing the obstacles to progress. The measure of 


their contribution will, doubtless, be that of their ability. 
But it would not be equitable to fasten the whole burden on 


them.” 
We do not ourselves know of any war of conquest in 
which those paid who benefited. ° For, apart from the 
contractors who pocket public money at sucha rate, no 


class, and certainly no nation, has ever in modern 
times increased its wealth by a war of conquest. 

On the other hand, it is perfectly true that there 
was a clique of capitalists and financiers—German, 
French, English, and Portuguese—who clubbed to- 
gether to purchase the Press in South Africa and 
England in the anticipation of provoking war, never 
doubting that the war weuld be short, sharp, and decisive, 
and that with a British Governor at their beck and call 
they would be able greatly to increase their dividends 
(1) by reducing wages, (2) by importing nigger and 
Chinese labour more freely, and (3) by lowering taxes 
on the mines. And it will be remembered that on the 
outbreak of war in Octeber, 1899, Kaffir securities rose 
on an average about 25 per cent. Thus comparing the 
prices of October 3 before the war with October 20 
after the war had begun, we find that Rand Mines had 
risen from 274 to 38} and Rhodesian Chartereds from 
2); to 34. Chartereds have now relapsed, and are said 
to be ‘“‘ weak” owing to ‘“‘labour troubles” and the 
certainty that more capital will soon be required. 
When that time comes, however hard the Zimes puffs 
Mr. Rhodes, he will not find it so easy to bamboozle 
the British investor. Park-lane knows well enough 
that conditions are changed. The British investor 
knows that the Chartered Company is a commercial 
failure, and the British taxpayer also knows that the 
very men who have engineered the Chartered Com- 
pany, Messrs. Rhodes, Beit, Rutherfoord Harris, 
Rochfort Maguire, and the rest, were also the men who 
engineered the Jameson Raid, and finally, with the 
aid of Mr. Chamberlain and Lord Milner, brought on 
war. But the Chartered Company must collapse unless 
the British investor will continue to invest or the 
British taxpayer can be induced to pay heavily for a 
losing concern and a territory loaded with debt. The 
report of the directors of the British South Africa 
Company has just been issued. It is to be 
presented to the shareholders on December 4. 
It is already nearly two years old, for it only 
takes us down to March 31, 1900. Under these 
circumstances the note of the auditors that certain 
statements ‘‘are not accompanied by full details and 
include items subject to adjustment” is curious. The 
auditors wrote on July 6; but this belated report is 
only published now, and even so is full of apparently 
irrelevant matter about General Baden-Powell, the late 
Queen, Lord Roberts, the late Lord Loch, 2nd so on. 
The object, however, of these at first sight unnecessary 
paragraphs is found at page 13: 

“Your directors attach very great importance to the 
following proposals of the Administrator as to the future 
constitution and establishment of the force : ‘In view of the 
change in the condition of affairs in South Africa, caused by 
the events of the past twelve months, the necessity for the 
present large and expensive military force, which has been 
maintained by the company for the past fouryears at a total 
cost of a million and a quarter sterling, has ceased to exist, 
and that the requirements of the country will be fully met 
by the maintenance of a force of 400 Europeans and 400 
natives for purely district police purposes. The cost of such 
a force, with simple organisation on the lines of the Cape 
Police, should not exceed £100,000 per annum,’” 

When Mr. Rhodes and his fellow-conspirators were 
arranging to invade a friendly State, and preparing to 
disturb for generations the peace of South Africa, they 
spared no expense in collecting and arming troops. 
Now, having got John Bull into this awful mess, they 
are preparing with characteristic chivalry to decline 
even the defence of their own precious territory. 
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THE REPORT ON THE CONCENTRATION 


CAMPS. 


EFORE returning to the causes of the mortality 
B in the camps as revealed by the Blue Book, it 
will be well to add a word on the fact itself. In the 
past week yet another attempt has been made by the 
Times to destroy the significance of the death rate. 
This takes the form of an article by ‘‘An Actuarial 
Correspondent,”’ who relies on two main arguments. 
The first is that the period is too short to be a fair 
basis for judging an annual death rate, and that 
accordingly to talk of a rate of 100 or 200 or 300 
per 1,000 per annum is misleading. The reply is that 
the record for all the camps extends over four months, 
and for the Transvaal camps over half a year, and 
that in no single month does the rate fall as low as 
100 per 1,000. It must be added that, with the excep- 
tion of a slight drop in the Transvaal in May, the rate 
has, as the memorial now being extensively signed in 
Manchester puts it, greatly and rapidly increased. The 
second argument is that the character of the population 
in the camps, having regard to sex and age, is such as 
to favour a high death rate. In proof of this our 
authority relies particularly on the infantile mortality 


which he assumes to constitute a large proportion of 


the deaths. But this only proves that the Zimes 
correspondent has not studied the Blue Book. Itis not 
infantile, but child mortality that forms the bulk of the 
whole. The deaths of children under twelve months 
and of children between one year and twelve years are 
discriminated in the returns for the Transvaal camps for 
May, June, July, and August. If the Zimes corres- 
pondent had taken the trouble to add up the figures, 
as the Manchester Guardian did for us on Wed- 
nesday, he would have found that in these months 
only 579 infants perished as against 2,290 children 
over twelve months. This wholly reverses the ordinary 
proportion, according to which infantile deaths should 
heavily exceed those of older children, and it therefore 
points unmistakeably to the conclusion, probable on 
other grounds, that the infantile population bears a 
smaller proportion than the normal to the total popula- 
tion of the camps. With this perishes yet another 
fallacy concerning came statistics. 

We have to admit that in the camps as a whole, 
the mortality is seven or eight times what it ought to 
be, while in the worst camps, it is only to be equalled, 
as Dr. F. S. Arnold said, on behalf of the recent depu- 
tation to the Lord Mayor of Manchester, in the records 
of the great historic pestilences. The official excuse is, 
as we know, that some of the Boer women are dirty, 
and some are addicted to stupid and nauseous 
remedies. We showed last week that such a cause 
could not account for more than a fraction at most of so 
tremendous a rate of mortality, and we pointed to a 
great variety of incidental admissions in the Blue Book, 
showing that overcrowding, insufficient clothing, bad 
food, and, particularly, lack of milk were probably more 
important causes. It will be well to carry this investi- 
gation a step or two further. 

First as to supplies generally. Scattered over the 
Blue Book. are frequent references to the difficulty of 


getting them up to time. Here are instances. The 
italics are ours; 

“T have De difficulty in obtaining tents in sufficient 
numbers and sufficiently promptly to meet the demand, but 
where possible accommodation is found for refugees in empty 
houses until such time as tents are procurable.” (General 
Maxwell, May 24, p. 45.) 

Where did the refugees live when it was not 
possible to find empty houses, and how much did this 
temporary absence of shelter contribute to the death 
rate? Things had not improved six weeks later. 


“Itis very difficult to get up tents fast enough. ee 

The inmates of the camps receive gratis everything that is 

necessary for their health and comfort ; but owing to circum - 

stances over which we have no control it is sometimes 

impossible to supply the immediate wants for a few days.” 
(General Maxwell on July 5, p. 50.) 

All this precisely corroborates what Miss Hobhouse 

wrote from Springfontein. What is. the effect on the 

death rate of a breakdown in the supply of food ‘for a 
few days”? One more quotation : 


‘*Food Supply.— 7/is has not been regular. . » . The 
Army Service Corps has beer. most obliging, and has issued 
flour on loan to the camps when the ordinary supply has 
not come tohandintime. . . . 

“ Meat Supply.—Zhis has been rather precarious. ‘ 
The cold storage has been able to supply the requirements 
of the camp when live stock was not to be had, and tinned 
meat has been used occasionally.” 

Miss Hobhouse, it will be remembered, mentions, 
among other things, that the rations do not always go 
round, The effect of these occasional deficiencies on 
the health of young children, for whom the diet at its 
best is most improper, may be conceived. Of course, 
the cause of all this trouble is that the unfortunate 
families are swept up into the camps without regard to 
the possibility of supplying them with necessaries. 
Once there, an effort is made to feed them, but no 
inquiry seems to be made beforehand as to whether it 
will be possible to supply their wants or not. 

Among a population with vitality lowered by in- 
sufficiency of food, clothing, and shelter, an epidemic 
naturally spreads with great rapidity. Yet there is 
abundant evidence in the Blue Book that sufficient care 
has not been taken to prevent the spread of infec- 
tion. Thus at Irene the medical officer writes 
(p. 240) that the epidemic of measles ‘‘ has worked itself 
out amongst the inhabitants of the camp, who have been 
in some time. But as we are constantly getting new 
arrivals who have never had measles, there is no 
chance of stamping the disease out.” In other words, 
the authorities do not hesitate to import healthy 
children into crowded camps saturated with the poison 
of measles. It is, we hope and believe, true that there 
js no intentional inhumanity in the working of the 
camp system, but this, at least, is criminal careless- 
ness. The worst examples of this carelessness have 
occurred at Bloemfontein and Kroonstadt. At Bloem- 
fontein the camp was so bad that it was finally split up, 
but “no discrimination was used with regard to the 
exclusion of infectious cases, and measles is now as 
prevalent as in the original camp ” (p. 103). 

In the case of Kroonstadt, where in the single 
month of August one person out of every ten in camp 
died, Captain Trollope states that he definitely forbade 
the transmission. of any refugees to other camps till 
the epidemic should have abated. ‘‘In spite of this, 
the G.O.C. ordered over 700 people to Heilbron on 
August 29 and 30. Ten of these families were suffering 
from measles. The matter has been reported to His 
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Honour the Deputy-Administrator.” Thus families are 
actually ordered off with measles upon them to face all 
the hardships of travel in the winter, and to propagate 
the disease in another camp. This same officer—we 
should be glad to know how he has been dealt with— 
refused, until positively ordered from headquarters, to 
remove an incinerator, which is described as causing 
an intolerable nuisance and as largely responsible for 
a death rate for which Kroonstad will long be 
remembered. 

The case of Kroonstad illustrates the fact that 
high death rate goes with bad management. The 
same truth, which would be tolerably obvious to 
anyone but a compiler of official reports, appears in the 
case of Middelburg, where 728 people have met their 
deaths in five months. In the middle of his pictur- 
esque anecdotes of Boer dirtiness in this camp Dr. 
Kendel Franks pauses to condemn the housing arrange- 
ments for the nurses, and says: 

“The present arrangement is not only bad, it is stupid. 
It is of a piece with many departments in this camp, where 
order and supervision are conspicuous by their absence.” 

It might occur to Dr. Franks that while there are 
Boer women with Boer habits in all camps, the death 
rate varies very greatly, and it might interest him to 
remark that one of the highest rates occurs under the 
management which he thus sweepingly condemns. 
Perhaps after all ‘‘ order and supervision” have more 
to do with it than habits. 

The public attention has been so taken up with 
the death rate that other aspects of camp life have 
barely been mentioned. It will be as well, however, to 
recognise that it is a most peculiar foretaste of British 
freedom that we are giving to these unfortunates. To 
begin with, a political test is imposed on ministers of 
religion ; the first for how many generations in our 
history ? 

‘Dutch Reformed ministers are permitted to hold ser- 
vices in the various camps provided they have taken the 
oath of allegiance to the British Government.” (Captain 
Trollope on the O.R.C. camps, p. 87.) 

In other words, the inhabitants of the camps are 
refused the ministrations of their Church except at the 
hands of those whom they regard as traitors to their 
country. But it has been reserved for Mr. G. W. Esselin, 
Superintendent of Irene Camp, to depict to us 
most forcibly the attitude of these officials to those 
committed to their charge, and the kind of political 
freedom and racial equality into which the Boers are 
being initiated. Referring to a marquee which he 
had allowed the women to use for religious gatherings, 
&c., he says: 

‘In looking into their marquee one day last week I found 
a Dutch school in full swing ; no less than three classes pre- 
sided over by three Dutch girls, not one of whom I consider 
competent to teach inaday school. Although 1 had not 
forbidden Dutch teaching in camp, all the men in camp had 
been informed that a Dutch school could mot be allowed in 
camp except with the consent of the Government; but, not- 
withstanding, this school was commenced without my 
knowledge and consent. I relate this incident to point out 
the glaring impudence and lawlessness of these people, and 
how necessary it is to imprint on their minds during their 
life in the burgher camps that they must bow to discipline 
and will have to respect law and order.” 

No comment on this could equal Mr. Esselin’s 
own remarks. It is apparently a piece of glaring 
impudence and lawlessness for people under British 
rule to organise a school for themselves and conduct 
the teaching in their own language. Like any Russian 
police superintendent, this faithful exponent of the 





policy of ‘‘ crushing Afrikanderdom ” arrogates to him- 
self the right of dictating precisely what sort of educa- 
tion his subjects are or are not to be allowed. What 
can words mean to people who talk of the spread of 
British liberty in connection with an administration of 
this kind? The officials are much exercised as to what 
the Boers will learn in the camps. One lesson clearly 
will be that neither their religion, nor their education, 
nor the use of their language are properly respected by 
those temporarily set over them ; and if they judge of 
the future by the present, they will merely infer that 
personal freedom, as hitherto understood among 
Teutonic peoples, has. for them followed political free- 
dom to the grave. 


THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


“THE Leader of the Opposition declared in his 

speech at Lancaster, on Tuesday, that the 
House of Commons is infinitely of more importance 
to the constitution of the country than the Executive 
Government. This is a truth which it is very necessary 
to urge on the public mind. For several years there 
have been gradual encroachments on the rights and 
liberties of the House of Commons. Statements of 
policy or fact have been made to the House of Lords 
and withheld from the popular Chamber. The growing 
resort to the closure is become little less than a scandal, 
and the control of the House cf Commons over 
expenditure is become a mere form. This steady 
invasion of the sphere of influence of the House 
of Commons has gone on with little remark or 
protest except from the leaders of the Opposition. Yet 
it is in effect a silent revolution, and its consequences 
are many and grave. The decline of the control of the 
House of Commons and the concentration of the 
opportunities of legislation in the hands of the Govern- - 
ment of the day are accompanied by a decline of the 
intellectual standard of the House; for men of distin- 
guished abilities are not particularly anxious to enter 
Parliament where they see little scope for their energies 
and their ideas. Social ambition or financial reasons 
attract a good many persons to the House of Commons, 
but, if public spirit is still an incentive, the condi- 
tions of Parliamentary life and work offer little 
prospect of usefulness to anyone who does not expect 
to hold office in the near future. This influence 
within Parliament combines with an influence in the 
constituencies to make the House of Commons more 
and more plutocratic and less and less popular. And 
the further this tendency is carried the less jealous of 
its rights will the House of Commons become. 

It happens by a curious coincidence that the 
demand for strengthening the Executive Government at 
the expense of the House of Commons comes at a time 
when the country has been governed for several years 
by Ministries with very large majorities. From 1892 
to 1895 a Government was in cffice by a precarious 
tenure. It carried the most important reform of 
modern times. It worked with an industry and courage 
which are remembered as miracles in comparison with 
the trivial and listless spirit which has animated 
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Lord Salisbury’s Government for six years. But 
we were told the moral of its life and career 
was that the Unionist party alone held the key 
to substantial reform because it controlled the House 
of Lords. Six years of Unionist government have 
followed, with the most meagre results. Two educa- 
tion bills have been withdrawn, two questions which 
were declared by Mr. Chamberlain to be urgent in 1895 
have been ignored, and the Compensation Act is almost 
the solitary large measure added to the Statute 
Book. We are now told that the obstacle to con- 
structive reform is to be found in the powers of 
the House of Commons, the obstructive energy of the 
Opposition, and the guerilla warfare carried on by the 
Irish members. Sir Henry Campbell - Bannerman 
retorts very aptly that Sir William Harcourt 
carried his Budget in 1894 without once using 
the closure, and that the Liberal Government of 
1874 was able to reform ‘‘ everything it could lay its 
hands on, from the Irish Church and Irish Land to the 
British Army,” in spite of all the obstructive vigour of 
the Tory Opposition. The Government have been able 
to do little or nothing, and they are casting about for 
schemes to reduce the number of their opportunities 
and restrict freedom of debate. The real difficulty they 
are not likely to acknowledge. Mr. Balfour has many 
charms and graces, but he has neither the grit, the 
patience, nor the sympathy that are wanted to make a 
Leader of the House of Commons. But Mr. Balfour's 
incompetence is not the only difficulty. Have the Govern- 
ment any measures to introduce? Do they know 
their own minds or the minds of their supporters 
on Education, on Licensing Reform, or on Housing ? 
To judge from the deliberations of the National Union 
of Conservative Associations, the voice of the party is 
not particularly articulate or coherent. Major Rasch 
was assured in 1895, on the highest authority, 
that the Government would carry a Redistribution 
scheme. He is concerned, as he frankly admitted, to 
see Ireland punished, and just as last year he sneered 
at Lord Avebury as a ‘‘man who writes about black 
beetles,” so on Tuesday he called Lord James of 
Hereford ‘‘ an old woman ” for thinking his 
scheme rather difficult and dangerous. Other dele- 
gates thought the bill ought not to apply only to 
Ireland, but they were reminded that their party would 
suffer if the rest of the kingdom came into the 
melting pot. One delegate thought Protection would 
give the working man four shillings more a week in 
wages and an extra halfpenny on the price of bread. The 
Conference could not go quite so far as that, but it 
adopted a resolution in favour of countervailing duties. 
The Government have no social programme, and they 
have a conspicuously inefficient leader in the House of 
Commons. It is characteristic of their policy that they 
seek to remedy these fundamental deficiencies by 
further inroads on the rights of the House of 
Commons. , 

Nobody pretends that Parliamentary procedure 
might not be reformed, or that it is impossible to make 
the House of Commons more useful by the devolution 
of business which might very well be done by other 
bodies. But this solution is not likely to commend 
itself to this Government. The solutions they submit 
will, we hope, be examined very critically by the 
Opposition, and tested by the criticism Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman applies. The Constitution makes 


the Government responsible to the House of Commons. 
If that responsibility is to be exercised, the authority 
of the House of Commons must be preserved in sub- 
stance and not merely in form. The Government have 
no respect for constitutional practice. They cannot 
dismiss a General without breaking the constitu- 
tional habit which makes the Minister and not his 
officials responsible for administrative acts. They are 
constantly attempting to divert public scrutiny and 
criticism from the Ministry, which the House of 
Commons can call to account, to Generals and officers 
whom it cannot censure or judge directly. The doctrine 
of Cabinet solidarity goes by the board when Ministers 
make individual statements for which their colleagues 
accept no responsibility. This vicious carelessness of 
Parliamentary forms and this languid or cynical indiffe- 
rence to Parliamentary customs make it obligatory on 
the Opposition to protect the Constitution from Ministers 
who administer it in a series of violations. It is undeni- 
ably important that the House of Commons should be 
relieved of a congestion of business which obstructs 
and embarrasses Parliamentary energy. But the most 
important thing of all for Liberals is that the House 
of Commons shall retain its control, and that full 
opportunity shall be given there for the free discussion of 
public policy. Thatisa truth which is lost sight of in a 
good deal of the talk about business-like administra- 
tion. It is a truth which is more important than ever 
at a time when the Press of the country is coming more 
and more to represent a few powerful forces in our 
society as the instrument of interests often directly 
financial, and in many cases non-British in their origin 
and aim. 





SOME URGENT REFORMS—PLAYGROUNDS FOR 
ADULTS. 


Il. 


| N a previous article I ventured to maintain the general 

position that children were in several matters, of which 
the institution of play was the strongest example, more human 
than adults ; I had almost said more mature. For, indeed, a 
great many adults, such as undergraduates and young stock- 
brokers, do give rein to the instinct of play, light bonfires, 
break windows, wrench off knockers, and celebrate the 
British Empire. But the play of the adults is really childish ; 
it is blundering, designless, and inconclusive, whilst the play 
of children is rounded, rhythmic, and intelligible. And from 
this I ventured to deduce that there was an actual gap in the 
life and culture of the adult, that they had left behind half 
their human nature as much as if they were monks or 
lunatics, and if this is so, it is clear that children can alone 
supply the gap. Grown-up people may be in some small 
degree useful to teach children to work, but children are 
even more urgently needed to teach grown-up people to play. 
As it is, we set one adult to teach a room full of babies. In 
the future, perhaps, we may set one baby to teach, with con- 
siderable severity, a room full of adults. 

In this article I wish to suggest something of the practi- 
cal side of the necessity and its relation to the various games 
which children play. But, first of all, I must point out a 
distinction the neglect of which may give rise to some con- 
fusion. Games as ordinarily understood do not constitute 
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play, they constitute sport. In a game, as the adult under- 
stands a game, the essential is competition, and the aim 
victory. In a game as children understand it the essential 
is rather a certain artistic delight in the grouping and cere- 
mony of the fictitious characters of the affair. They do not 
play for victory, they play, so far as their aim can be de- 
fined, for self-deception. It isa matter of art for art’s sake ; 
they wish to pass into that kind of pictorial trance which 
we are all seeking when we read Looks or listen to music. 
Perhaps the impulse most resembling a child’s love of play 
is the impulse which leads us to go to the theatre. It is 
significant that the theatre was originally what children’s play 
is, a festival, a strictly ceremonial rejoicing. Children 
merely reproduce the theatre in a more human, direct, and 
powerful manner, by being themselvs both the spectators 
and the actors. In any case, in short, we must rid our- 
selves of the notion that children take chiefly a competitive 
or sporting interest in play. One of the most universal 
and popular forms of play amongst children is that repre- 
sented by “ Here we go round the mulberry-bush,” which 
consists of nothing but running round in a ring. It con- 
sists of the circle, the very type of equality and communism, 
the figure in which all points are equally distant from the 
centre. Such games as “ Here we go round the mulberry- 
bush ” may be said to constitute the first class of children’s 
games, the purely ritualistic. In an age when the sense of 
ritual is supposed to have been revived it is nothing short of 
scandalous that human beings in the fulness of life and 
strength have not revived these elementary and beautiful 
movements. The esthetic school may plaster a whole 
world with dados and deck it with peacocks’ feathers before 
they invent anything so beautiful as six children dancing in 
a ring. These ccremonial games might be the means of 
re-introducing that happy ritualism, that hilarious love of 
order, that passion for rules and observances, which is the 
mark of children and wise men. The formal garses might, 
in the hands of great artists, become national and decorative 
dances. The rude rhymes which are sung to them might 
blossom, as the ancient legends have blossomed, into 
elevated poetry. Perhaps the unfortunate adult intellect 
weuld be more reconciled to them if this were so. The 
song 
“ Here we go round the mulberry-bush 
On a cold and frosty morning.’ 


might take the form of 


‘‘Though the pale day’ be new with the snow, 
Yet round the mulberry laden boughs we go.” 


“ Oranges and lemons” (that noble ritual) might begin 
with the verse : 


*« St. Clement, clanging all his thund’rous chimes, 
Tells of the golden fruit of gladder climes.” 


“The bell of Martin, throbbing in duresse, 
Laments lost wealth and over-generousness.” 


While the newer poet, imitating that admirable quickening 
of the metre towards the end of the poem which is the 
charm of the original ballad, would conélude : 


“ Before thy path the light doth creep, 
Thy guiding light, the star ofsleep. 
Beyond the years that wane and wax 
Waits the dark headsman with his axe. 
A flash, a thud, and falls the head, 

The last of Adam’s kin is dead.” 


These games, which I have described roughly as cere- 
monial games, are, however, not the only games, or- even 
the most typical ones. High above them, and at the head of 
another class, towers the great and Royal game of “ Hide and 
Seek,” the noblest of all earthly games, and the game that 
includes all others. How the majority of men and women 
in this world can waste their time in childish amusement, 
such as golf and rabbit-shooting, while neglecting pastime 
of the gods, is indeed one of the riddles of existence. “ Hide 
and Seek” is the greatest of games, because, like war, it 


has the whole earth for its chess-board. Every object of the 
landscape, tree or hole or hedge, has, like a huge chess-man, 
its own peculiar powers and functions in the game A tree 
may be valuable because it is high, a wall because it is low, 
a bank because it is slippery, a rock because it is firm. The 
game includes planning, thinking, remembering, inventing, 
running, climbing, jumping, seeing, hearing, and waiting. 
The player has the emotions of all the outlaws since the 
world began. We may think long and hard before any of 
us can understand why this great terrestrial warfare, this 
ancient and earth-born strategy, should be considered 
childish, knocking little balls about with sticks considere 1 
manly. “Hide and Seek” is surely a greater thing than the 
absurd shooting of tiny little beasts and birds, which does 
not, to the really sportsmanlike spirit, differ very much from 
shooting bluebottles. For “Hide and Seek” is the noblest 
of all sports and chases, the hunting of man. 


G. K. C, 





FINANCIAL DIRECTION IN IMPERIALISM. 


F the special interest of the investor is liable to clash 
with the public interest and to induce a wrecking 
policy, still more dangerous is the special interest of 
the financier, the general dealer in investments. In 
large measure the rank and file of the investors are, both 
for business and for politics, the cat’s-paws of the great 
financial houses who use stocks and shares not so 
much as investments to vield them interest, but as 
material for speculation in the money market 
In handling large masses of stocks and shares, «in 
floating companies, in manipulating fluctuations of 
values, the magnates of the Bourse find their 
gain. These great businesses, banking, broking, 
bill discounting, loan floating, company promoting, 
form the central ganglion of international capitalism. 
United by the strongest bonds of organisation, always 
in closest and quickest touch with one another, 
situated in the very heart of the business capital of 
every State, controlled, so far as Europe is concerned, 
chiefly by men of a single and peculiar race who have 
behind them many centuries of financial experience, 
they are in a unique position to control the policy of 
nations. No great quick direction of capital is pos- 
sible save by their consent and through their agency. 
Does anyone seriously suppose that a great war could 
be undertaken by any European State, or a great State 
loan subscribed, if the house of Rothschild and its con- 
nections set their face against it ? 


Every great political act involving a new flow of 
capital or a large fluctuation in the values of existing 
investments must receive the sanction and the practical 
aid of this little group of financial kings. These men, 
holding their realised wealth and their business capital, 
as they must, chiefly in stocks and bonds, havea double 
stake, first as investors, but secondly and chiefly as 
financial dealers. As investors their political influence 
does not differ essentially from that of the smaller in- 
vestors, except that they usually possess a practical 
control of the businesses in which they invest. As 
speculators or financial dealers they constitute, how- 
ever, the gravest single factor in the economics of 
Imperialism. 


To create new public debts, to float new com- 
panies, and to cause constant considerable fluctuations - 
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of values are three conditions of their profitable busi- 
ness. Each condition carries them into politics and 
throws them on the side of Imperialism. 

The public financial arrangements for the Philip- 
pine war put several millions of dollars into the 
pockets of Mr. Pierpont Morgan and his friends ; the 
China-Japan war, which saddled the Celestial Empire 
for the first time with a public debt, and the indemnity 
which she will pay to her European invaders in connec- 
tion with the recent conflict, bring grist to the financial 
mills in Europe ; every railway or mining concession 
wrung from some reluctant foreign potentate means 
profitable business in raising capital and floating com- 
panies. A policy which rouses fears of aggression in 
Asiatic States, and which fans the rivalry of com- 
mercial nations in Europe, evokes vast expendi- 
ture on armaments, and ever accumulating public 
debts, while the doubts and risks accruing from this 
policy promote that constant oscillation of values of 
securities which is so profitable to the skilled financier. 
There is not a war, a revolution, an anarchist assassi- 
nation, or any other public shock which is not gainful 
to these men; they are harpies who suck their gains 
from every new forced expenditure and every sudden 
disturbance of public credit. To the financiers ‘in the 
know” the Jameson raid was a most advantageous 
coup, as may be ascertained by a comparison of the 
‘* holdings ” of these men before and after that event ; 
the terrible sufferings of England and South Africa in 
the war, which is a sequel of the Raid, will be a source 
of immense profit to the big financiers who can best 
hold out against the uncalculated waste and can 
recoup themselves by profitable war contracts and 
by ‘‘ freezing out ” the smaller interests in the Trans- 
vaal. These men are the only certain gainers from 
the war, and most of their gains will be made out of 
the public losses of their adopted country or the private 
losses of their fellow-countrymen. 


The policy of these men, it is true, does not neces- 
sarily make for war: where war would bring about too 
great and too permanent a damage to the substantial 
fabric of industry, which is the ultimate and essential 
basis of speculation, their influence is cast for peace, 
as in the dangerous quarrel between Great Britain and 
the United States regarding Venezuela. But every 
increase of public expenditure, every oscillation of 
public credit short of this collapse, every risky enter- 
prise in which public resources can be made the pledge 
of private speculations, is profitable to the big money- 
lender and speculator. 


The wealth of these houses, the scale of their 
operations, and their cosmopolitan organisation make 
them the prime determinants of Imperial policy. They 
have the largest definite stake in the business of 
Imperialism, and the amplest means of forcing their 
will upon the policy of nations. 


In view of the part which the non-economic factors 
of patriotism, adventure, military enterprise, political 
ambition, and philanthropy play in Imperial expansion, it 
may appear that to impute to financiers so much power 
is to take atoo narrowly economic view of history. 
And it is true that the motor-power of Imperialism is 
not chiefly financial: finance is rather the governor of 
the imperial engine, directing the energy and deter- 
mining its work ; it does not constitute the fuel of the 
engine, nor does it directly generate the power. Finance 
manipulates the patriotic forces which politicians, 
soldiers, philanthropists, and traders generate; the 
enthusiasm for expansion which issues from these 
sources, though strong and genuine, is irregular and 
blind ; the financial interest has those qualities of con- 
centration and clear-sighted calculation which are 
needed to set Imperialism to work. An ambitious 
statesman, a frontier soldier, an over-zealous mis- 
sionary, a pushing trader, may suggest or even initiate 
a step of Imperial expansion, may assist in educating 


patriotic public opinion to the urgent need of some 
fresh advance, but the final determination rests with 
the financial power. The direct influence exercised by 
great financial houses in ‘‘ high politics” is supported 
by the control which they exercise over the body 
of public opinion through the Press, which, in 
every ‘‘civilised” country, is becoming more and 
more their obedient instrument. While the speci- 
fically financial newspaper imposes ‘‘ facts” and 
‘fopinions” on the business classes the general 
body of the Pressecomes more and more under the 
conscious or unconscious domination of financiers. 
The case of the South African Press, whose 
agents and correspondents fanned the martial flames in 
this country, was one of open ownership on the part of 
South African financiers, and this policy of owning 
newspapers for the sake of manufacturing public 
opinion is common in the great European cities. In 
Berlin, Vienna, and Paris many of the influential news- 
papers are held by financial houses, which use them, 
not primarily to make direct profits out of them, but 
in order to put into the public mind beliefs and senti- 
ments which will influence public policy and thus affect 
the money market. In Great Britain this policy has 
not gone so far, but the alliance with finance 


‘grows closer every year, either by financiers pur- 


chasing a controlling share of newspapers, or by 
newspaper proprietors being tempted into finance. 
Apart from the financial Press, and financial ownership 
of the general Press, the City notoriously exercises a 
subtle and abiding influence upon leading London news- 
papers and through them upon the body of the provin- 
cial Press, while the entire dependence of the Press for 
its business profits upon its advertising columns in- 
volves a peculiar reluctance to oppose the organised 
financial classes with whom rests the control of so 
much advertising business. Add to this the natural 
sympathy with a sensational policy which a cheap 
Press always manifests, and it becomes evident that 
the Press is strongly biassed towards Imperialism, and 
lends itself with great facility to the suggestion of 
financial or political Imperialists who desire to work up 
patriotism for some new piece of expansion. 


Such is the array of distinctively economic forces 
making for Imperialism, a large loose group of trades 
and professions seeking profitable business and lucra- 
tive employment from the expansion of military and 
civil services, from the expenditure on military opera- 
tions, the opening up of new tracts of territory and 
trade with the same, and the provision of new capital 
which these operations require, all these finding their 
central guiding and directing force in the power of the 
general financier. 


The play of these forces does not openly appear. 
They are essentially parasites upon Patriotism, and 
they adapt themselves to its protecting colours. In 
the mouths of their representatives are noble phrases 
expressive of their desire to extend the area of civilisa- 
tion, to establish good government, promote Chris- 
tianity, extirpate slavery, and elevate the lower races. 
Some of the business men who hold such language 
may entertain a genuine, though usually a vague, 
desire to accomplish these ends, but they are primarily 
engaged in business and they are not unaware of the 
utility of the more unselfish forces in furthering their 
ends. Their true attitude of mind is expressed by Mr. 
Rhodes in his famous description of ‘‘ Her Majesty’s 
flag” as ‘‘the greatest commercial asset in the 
world.””* 


J. A. Hopson. 


* It will be observed that this, like not a few other words 
of revelation, has been doctored in the volume Ceci/ Rhodes ; 
his political life and speeches, by “ Vindex,” 
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PROBLEM PLAY, 
By WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. 


Tue Kine or TARTARY. 
THE QUEEN OF TARTARY. 


HERALD. Cuier OF POLice. Lorp CHANCELLOR. 


Scene : A Room. 


QUEEN OF TARTARY: 
I thought I heard that fowl of Erebus 
Whose wings encompass midnight, screech again 
Disasters horrible. 


KinG OF TARTARY: 
It was your nerves ! 
Pretty, come, there, my heart. It was your nerves 
That backward tripped the true and steadfast 
course 
Of your bright blood, catching the midriff up, 
Perturbing the clean humours of your bile, 
And so the issues of your marrow blending 
As quite disjoined those royal harmonies 
And could confuse your sense. You shall have 
Physic. 
QUEEN : 
Talk not of Physic, Tartary, to me! 
My mother was the common jade of Asia. 
My father was a traitor’s only son, 
Himself a traitor that on twenty fields 
His Prince, your sire, betrayed. That sire in turn 
Was one that worshipped Devils. I have seen him 
In secret by the dark Numantian tower 
Boiling a broth of innocent blood, your mother 
Glaring the while, and you, a child accursed 
Of incantation roasting lizards by, 
And in your early evil sport unclean 
Frying the livers of live frogs—oh, Hell !— 
And calling on the name of Baphomet ! 
KING : 
Good Queen—good Empress— 
QUEEN: Do not interrupt me. 
My mother sold me to that King for gold 
Wherewith to procure murder. He in me 
Seeing a destined horoscope and power 
For his damned plots and subtle villainies, 
Did so compel me with unholy rites 
That Iam yours. And you are Baphomet’s. 
We then together, your dark mother aiding, 
Did slit your Father’s throat. We then together 
Hung up your gentle brother by the heels 
Above a stinking reek of smouldering straw 
And watched him die, your dam applauding us. 
Her next in bubbling, boiling lead we drowned, 
For this world’s reputation was our law. 
My lord, my lord, we covered up our realm 
With stranglings, secret falls, and midnight 
smothers 
And poison cups and racking of men’s bones, 
And thefts from orphans, that the very Moon, 
For all her light be evil, hid from us 
And covered up... 


KING? Her face 2. e« e 
QUEEN : » « +« With sable 
KING 3 s e e Clouds. 


QUEEN 3 


And now—I am afraid Oh! Tartary. 


I am uneasy lest such deeds as these 

Should draw some subtle influence out of heaven, 
More just and weighty than a careless court 

Or knows or dares to tell, 





KING : 
What have we but the judgment of this world ? 
Or what guide better than the general sense 
Which does not quite approve nor quite condemn 
Our common habit? Dear, my Queen—repose : 
We better are, nor worse than other men 


And women — Queen — sweet coz — Imperial 
partner ! 
QueEN: I am afraid—— 
KING: Such deeds are daily done 


And daily are forgot and daily prosper. 

What say you now to Ping-pong ? 

QUEEN : Tartary. 

There is estrangement grown betwixt us two, 

Nor looks your face the same, nor the wide sky 

On me the same ; the flowers about my garden 

Have faded. And the ladies of the county 

Refuse to call upon me. 

KiNG (thoroughly annoyed) : 
Stuff and nonsense ! 

The ladies of the county are a pack 

Of withered, blithering, consequential hagss 

Who sit at home and rot in idleness, 

Calling on no one, lest they should betray 

By their vile accent and bombastic carriage 

Their damnable suburban origins. 

I say —— 

(En/er) HERALD: 
Let me, brief; your son, the Prince, 

My Lord, Apulia’s Duke, and Heir Apparent 

Hereditary, Honorary Colonel 

Both of the 22nd and the sth, 

As also of the 41st, Grand Master 

Of all the lodges of the realm—— 

QUEEN : 
HERALD (without flinching) : 
As also Bencher of Gray’s Inn—— 
QUEEN : 
HERALD ( zmperturbable) : 

Fellow of Trinity, Admiral of the Fleet, Field- 
Marshal, President of several things, Doctor of 
Laws... 

QUEEN : 
HERALD : 


The curse ! 


The curse ! 


The curse ! ° 
At 8 a.m. 
On Saturday, the 22nd inst., 

Gave up the ghost. 


KING : Of what ? 

HERALD: Delirium tremens. 
QueEEN: The curse! the curse! 

HERALD : And there is more to tell. 


Queen: The curse ! 
KinG (savagely) : 
Woman! what kind of logical connection 
Can you establish between his chartreuse 
And our forgotten peccadilloes—— 
HERALD : Sire, 
His wife, my mistress, your esteeméd daughter, 
Their pride, our Princess, old Arabia’s child, 
Has bolted with a footman. 
KING 3 
QUEEN : 
The curse ! 
HERALD : 


Horrible! 


Whereat her son, their eldest-born, 
Your grandchild, our best hope, «c., 
Fell mad, and so remains . 


QUEEN : Speak on, good Herald ! 
Speak on! for surely I am turned to stone 
Like ... like that . . . let us say like Niobe, 
Who with perennial tears a double fount 
Of salt upon her slaughtered children pours, 
The monument of hot Latona’s son 
And cold Latona’s daughter. 
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HERALD : Excellent ! 
Then hear the worst, The Prince's only daughter, 
The little Duchess and the Court’s delight, 
Whose summers—well—who was not ten years old, 
Leaning against the coping of a well 
And balanced on her middle, gazing down, 
Swung for a moment like Jove’s awful scales 
When that across the Empyrean he weighs 
The fates of men. Now this way, that way, swings 
The final judgment. Hector kicks the beam— 


QUEEN : 
Get to the point. 
KING: Nay, take your time. This woman 


Has all the fat ; the play was written for her, 
And you and I can only creep in edgeways. 
Conclude at ease. 


HERALD : So swung the lissome child, 
So doubtful seemed her doom, till all at once 
The fore part did the hinder part outweigh 
And down she toppled headlong. 


(Enter suddenly) Cuter oF Po.ice (fo Kine, shouting) : 
Citizen, 
Or rather Tyrant, if the hellish brood 
Of Kings deserve some human mercy, fly 
Ere Freedom wreakes her vengeance! 


KinG (very much astonished) : Mr. Bodkin, 
You both surprise and pain me! what. . . 


(Enter) the LorD CHANCELLOR : 
Your Majesty, 

Fly while you can. The populace has risen; 

The Army—that is General Lord McCree— 

Holds all the best strategical positions, 

The Bank, the Treasury, the Stock Exchange, 

And as a purely military measure 

Has burnt your palace. All your goods are lost 

Except the Botticelli, which is not 

A Botticelli any more than I am. 

Pooh ! 

(Zxit CHANCELLOR, HERALD and CHIEF oF POLICE.) 
QuEEN (tke ice) : 

Be it so. The Botticelli’s false! 

(Jn a sudden passion tearing at her pearls) 

Are these too false? Are these keen diamonds 

false ? 

And are these emeralds glass and tissue-paper ? 

And are these amethysts auvergnat pebbles ? 

Or these pure pearls that should be Thetis tears 

To charm Oceanus’ eye—can they be wax ? 


Wax? Wax? Ah!God..... They make such 
things . . . (sinking her voice) . . . in Florence. 
(Louder) Deny it! Oh! deny it... Tartary. 


(Louder still) Deny it! Say they are not? Are 
Kinc (hoarsely): Yes. (Falls down dead.) 


Queen: Then whence and why and whither is the 
world ? (Stabs herself.) 





EPILOGUE (probably by another hand). 


Rhymes and the Roaring of Rhymes, 
Wooing and wedding a wife ; 
W. Wings of a Dove. 
Terror and toiling of times, 
Knife strife rife and a life, 
Shove dove glove and above. 


Struck are we as with a stroke, 
Ruled are we as with a rod, 

Smoke or the smoke of a smoke 
And fear is the face of a God. 


For the reeds are hurried and tost 
And the gods remember and rend, 
And night shall come, and the frost, 
And Death is the end. 


BOROUGH EXTENSION IN igor, 


HE other day the 7imes gave its annual summary 
of public legislation for the year 1901, probably 
the poorest year’s work ever done by a modern Govern- 
ment. But while Parliament as a whole has been 
entirely engaged in the discussion of military measures, 
military expenditure, and military taxes, the Com- 
mittees of the House of Commons and the Local 
Government Board have been busy with the humbler 
but more useful task of legislation by means of private 
bills and provisional orders. The public knows 
very little of the immense amount of work which 
is got through in this unobtrusive though expensive 
way, and no apology is needed for an attempt to 
review in some little detail what has been done in one 
particular and interesting department of local govern- 
ment work. Some weeks ago an article appeared in 
these columns upon the general subject of Borough 
Extension, and upon the two methods by which 
boroughs may remove their neighbours’ landmarks. 
It is now possible to give an account of the actual 
extensions effected during the last session of Parlia- 
ment. And such an account, it is hoped, will be of 
some interest and useto local authorities, which are 
often very much in the dark about the principles upon 
which Parliamentary Committees and the Local Govern- 
ment Board proceed. Hence failures and waste of 
public money. ; 

The two boroughs which have added most to 
their area in the present year are Bournemouth and 
Stockport, and in each case the machinery used was 
that of the Provisional Order. Bournemouth is an 
infant ; but it is like Middlesbrough an infant Hercules. 
Its first inhabitant died considerably less than a 
century ago. In 1890 it obtained a charter, and 
ever since that time the new Corporation has been 
incessantly knocking at the doors of Parliament 
clamouring for more room. But before this lust for 
territorial aggrandisement was satisfied Bournemouth 
attained sufficient magnitude to be made a county 
borough. This was in 1900. At the recent census the 
population of Bournemouth was over 58,000, and the 
area now added has brought up the total to over 
72,000. The districts absorbed are Pokesdown Urban 
District, Winton Urban District, and parts of 
the parishes of WHoldenhurst and Southbourne in 
the Christchurch Rural District. The propriety 
of annexation was recognised even by the areas 
themselves, which were all anxious (like good Hege- 
lians) to sacrifice their individuality in order to merge it 
in the larger unity of their more powerful neighbour, 
with whom it was agreed they had perfect community 
of interests. Pokesdown is a residential suburb in the 
east joining the borough to Southbourne, a large rural 
parish prematurely exploited some years ago as a 
seaside resort. Winton and Holdenhurst are excres- 
cences on the north. Winton contains the bulk of the 
working classes—-not a very prominent factor in the 
life of a town devoid of manufactures. In return for 
this augmentation of rateable value the Town Council 
will provide its new territory with sewers and afford 
hospital accommodation. Bournemouth now has one 
of the longest sea frontages of any English watering- 
place, and in time-it may be expected to extend itself on 
the west, and by embracing Parkstone to bring its con- 
fines down to the boundaries of the ancient port of Poole. 
Stockport, our next expansionist, has quite a different 
character and reputation. A comparatively ancient 
borough, it appeared in the schedule to the Muni- 
cipal Corporations Act of 1835, and had then a popula- 
tion of some 44,000. In 1837, the Boundary Commis- 
sioners reported that Stockport’s population was 
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‘upwards of 47,000” and “ rapidly increasing, particu- 
larly in the direction of Heaton Norris and Brinning- 
ton.” They added that the silk and cotton trade was 
prosperous, and that water was supplied ‘‘ at a reason- 
able rate by Mr. Marsland, under a private Act”! The 
latest extension increases Stockport’s numbers from 
81,000 to about 94,000. The town owes its size not to 
any charm of situation, scenery, or climate, but to the 
more practical attractions of trade and commerce. The 
outlying areas which have been inclided by provi- 
sional order are composed of streets and dwellings 
which house the workers in its manufactories— 
the whole of Reddish and parts of four other urban 
districts and a part of the rural parish of Brinnington. 
They were all supplied with gas and water by the Cor- 
poration, and to all intents and purposes they formed 
part of Stockport itself. Nevertheless they were all 
bitterly opposed to incorporation ; and eminent counsel 
joined issue for six days—no doubt at enormous ex- 
pense—over the insanitary body of Reddish, &c., which 
the deus ex machina of the Local Government Board 
finally awarded to its legitimate owner, the Stockport 
Corporation. The Corporation is an active one, for it 
has already secured for the inhabitants seven good 
parks, together with museums, art schools, libraries, 
and baths, and the added areas have no moral right to 
regret a change which enables them to contribute to 
privileges which they already, had begun to enjoy— 
especially as their economical scruples have been met 
half-way by the concession of a lower rate for the next 
ten years than that which is levied in the old borough. 

Other extensions caused by or allowed during the 
last year in consequence of overflows of urban popula- 
tions over municipal boundaries were at Bridport, 
Chepping Wycombe, Ludlow, Marlborough, South 
Shields, Blackburn, and Derby, the last two effected 
by means of a local Act; but in all the other cases 
the extensions were granted by provisional order of 
the Local Government Board. Blackburn and Derby, 
however, were promoting bills for other purposes, and 
naturally elected to include their territorial proposals 
in these ‘‘ omnibus bills” rather than go to the separate 
expense of a provisional order. In the case of Derby 
quite a large area, comprising part of an urban district 
and parts of four rural parishes, has been added to the 
borough. ’ 

The preamble to the Derby Act recites that these 
areas “are already or are in process of becoming 
populous suburbs of the existing borough and are within 
the water supply limits of the Corporation, and are 
largely dependent for the disposal of their sewage on the 
sewers of the Corporation,’ and generally that it is 
expedient for reasons of health and good government 
to extend the borough boundaries. The Act follows the 
example of the London Government Act in leaving the 
names and boundaries of the new borough to be 
divided by a commissioner. Provision is made for a 
differential or lower rate in part of the added area for 
the next ten years. 

Most of the other extensions above mentioned 
are similar or featureless. Ludlow, however, is not 
a case of overflow. Its population has fallen from 
5,253 in 1831 to 4,552in 1901. By the provisional 
order of this year an anomaly of long standing has been 
rectified by the inclusion in the borough boundaries ot 
the parish of Ludlow Castle, an area containing only 
the castle and a small length of road, which was for- 
merly a part of the rural district, though surrounded 
by the borough. Perhaps the anomaly might have 
been forgiven if it helped to recall the great day when 
Comus, a mask, was ‘‘ presented at Ludlow Castle ” or 
Butler’s visit when he was engaged in the composition 
of Hudibras. Marlborough it seems has grown out 
in one direction so far as to reach the parish church of a 
neighbouring village, but the proposal to annex the 
church as well as the intervening district was 
stoutly and successfully resisted for sentimental 


reasons. It is a comfort to think that senti- 
ment can sometimes resist annexation. In _ the 
South Shields case it appeared that the clusters of 
houses outside the borough were due to the fact that 
shrewd business men, finding land Cheaper and rates 
lower in the neighbouring rural parish, had built houses 
outside the borough boundary where they enjoyed 
urban advantages and rural rates. Chepping Wycombe, 
one of the most ancient of English municipalities, 
has made quite a large extension, involving the creation 
of an additional ward. 

Besides what may be called extensions for ex- 
tension’s sake, there were three other incidental 
extensions effected by local Acts, where the motive 
was mainly a desire to bestow the advantages 
of good government on a_ neglected area. 
Manchester promoted a bill to carry out infer alia 
certain street improvements, for the purposes of which 
it was necessary to add a small part of a neighbouring 
district to the borough. 

The case of Bristol was similar. The Corporation, 
which owns the important undertaking of the docks, 
has obtained power by their new Act to effect certain 
large improvements at a cost of no less than two and 
a half millions. These improvements involve an 
encroachment on the parishes of Shirehampton and 
Henbury. The added parts of these parishes are con- 
ciliated by a provision for a differential rate. 

The Lowestoft Act provides a different and rather 
interesting example of encroachment. Lowestoft is 
the most easterly town in England, and its Corporation 
is moving like an amphibious monster towards the sea, 
as far as the low-water mark. Such a movement, the 
object of which is not at first sight apparent, may 
be important in two ways. It may serve to bring 
inside parochial limits certain rateable properties, 
such as piers, jetties, harbours or breakwaters, 
which before were entirely extra parochial, or it 
may extend the jurisdiction of the local authority over 
a part of the seashore which before was beyond the 
pale of enactments and by-laws. The authority is 
then able to regulate bathing and to control the activity 
of itinerant preachers and musicians—often a matter of 
vital importance to the comfort and welfare of a seaside 
resort. These last were the peaceful objectives of the 
Lowestoft Corporation. 

F. W. Hirst. 





FROM ABROAD. 


THE COMMERCIAL POLICY OF AUSTRIA 
AND HUNGARY. 


(From AN AUSTRIAN STANDPOINT.) 


I, 


CRITICAL time is at hand for the regulation 

of trade on the European continent, a time 
which must severely try all the arts and resources of 
continental statesmen; and in the drama which is 
now beginning to be rehearsed Austria will take a 
more important part than her commercial importance 
might seem to warrant. While other States of the 
continent, and particularly Germany, have during the 
past ten, twenty, and thirty years increased their 
industrial strength and their foreign trade to an extent 
almost undreamt of, Austria, thanks to bad govern- 
ment and political confusion, has fallen back further 
and further in the race with her old commercial com- 
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petitors. Austria-Hungary, once paramount in the 
German federation, is no longer comparable with the 
young German Empire, at least as regards commercial 
significance ; for the German Empire to-day is the pre- 
dominant mercantile Power, not only inGreater Germany, 
but throughout the whole of Central Europe. And the 
Eastern Empire (Oesterreich), with its two capitals of 
Viennaand Buda Pesth, isonly asecondary factor. Butthe 
very uncertainty of the political situation gives Austrian 
and Hungarian policy a special interest at the present 
juncture. Their very danger invites a boldness and 
enterprise which would be neither practicable nor wise 
in a state of stable security and assured prosperity. 
An Austrian statesman might be original without being 
foolish. The great problem of continental trade as 
it now stands may be summed up in the question 
whether the Great Powers will agree to new 
commercial treaties when the old ones run out at 
the end of the year 1902, or whether they will prefer 
to wage a war of tariffs. For Austria-Hungary, how- 
ever, this is not the only question. There is the further 
question whether Austria-Hungary will continue to act 
as a single commercial entity, or whether the business 
partnership which has so long subsisted between 
the two halves of the dual monarchy is about to be 
dissolved. It is possible, I will not say it is probable, 
but it is possible, that Austria-Hungary may shortly 
develop into two commercial countries, divided by a 
tariff wall, and that all commercial treaties and bar- 
gains with other countries will be made independently 
by Austria and Hungary. If that be so it follows that 
Austria may pursue quite a different trade policy from 
Hungary, and may find herself engaged in a tariff war 
with her Magyar neighbours. It is obvious that such 
a development would have a very real influence upon 
the whole drift of European trade and European trade 
policy. Instead of joining together to strike a common 
bargain with the foreigner, after compounding the 
interests of the inhabitants of the two halves of the 
monarchy, each half would enter into treaties on its 
own account, and would seek its own interests without 
any reference to those of its neighbour. Such a develop- 
ment is, as I have said, not exactly probable but pos- 
sible, and introduces a new element of uncertainty into 
all calculations about the future of continental trade. 

It is natural to ask how it has come to pass that 
the Austrian Empire is in such a position of political 
instability. The answer to that question is given by 
history. Hungary, as everyone knows, sought in the 
revolutionary year of 1848 to free herself from Austria 
and from the Habsburg dynasty, but the revolution was 
c-ushed by the generals of the Austrian reaction, and 
Hungary was rivetted by blood and iron to the 
Austrian State. The attempt to maintain the unity of 
Austria lasted seventeen years longer, but the Crown 
yielded at last, after the terrible reverses and losses 
suffered in the wars of 1859 and 1866. In 1867 the 
Habsburg dynasty came to a compromise (Ausgleich) 
with the Hungarians. Concessions were made on both 
sides. The Emperor gave up the idea of a single State 
which he had so long struggled by all means to pre- 
serve. The Hungarians relinquished that complete 
independence which had been their grand object in 
1848. These double concessions resulted in the un- 
finished picture which we call the Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy. Austria-Hungary, as its double name sig- 
nifies, is not a single State, but a union of two autono- 
mous States. So far as management of their own 
affairs is concerned the Hungarians have got what they 
wanted from the Crown, but they have not attained the 
complete independence to which they aspire. They 
have the same dynasty, the same army, the same 
foreign policy, as Austria, and in these three points 
is summed up the whole of the Hungarian concession. 
But in every other respect, including commercial policy, 
the Hungarian Government has the right to decide for 
itself and make its own arrangements. Had the 





Hungarians wished it they might, in 1867, have 
taken their own course in commercial policy; they 
might have set up a Customs barrier against Austria, 
and concluded separate treaties for themselves with 
foreign countries. Then the depth of the chasm 
left by the year 1867 between the lands formerly 
united and governed by the Habsburg Crown would 
have been openly proclaimed to the world. Such, 
however, was the anxiety of the Emperor and his 
advisers to conclude an arrangement which would 
bind Austria and Hungary together by a commercial 
tie that an offer was made which gave an enormous 
advantage to the weaker State at the expense of the 
stronger. The Hungarians, however, were not satis- 
fied, but insisted that the duration of the Customs 
Union should be limited to ten years, at the expiration 
of which term the two Governments should be free to 
conclude a fresh arrangement. The Austrian Parlia- 
ment was opposed to the conclusion of so unfavourable 
a contract, but it was too youthful and too weak, and 
the population which it partially represented was 
too unaccustomed to liberty, after centuries of abso- 
lutism, to make resistance effective. The Commercial 
Treaty and Customs Union, unfavourable as they were, 
passed through the Austrian Parliament in 1867, and 
were renewed at the desire of Hungary in 1877 and 
again in 1887. Oneach of these occasions new con- 
ditions favourable to Hungary were inserted by the 
Hungarian Parliament and ultimately agreed to by the 
Parliament and people of Austria, then, as before, too 
feeble to offer any prolonged resistance to the terms 
dictated by Hungary. The next date for the renewal 
of this famous treaty was 1897. The Hungarians again 
made new and inequitable claims and demands upon 
their neighbours, to which the Ministry of Count 
Badeni, then in power, tamely surrendered, confidently 
anticipating that the Austrian Parliament and the 
Austrian people would again for the fourth time, after 
a brief show of resistance, swallow the bitter pilk 

But on this occasion boththe Hungarian Government 
and the compliant Ministers of Austria had made a com- 
plete miscalculation. After thirty years the patience of 
Austria seems to have been exhausted, for in her eyes the 
compact had lost much of its original value. In 1867 
Hungary was still a purely agricultural country without 
any modern industry, and the manufacturing industries 
of Austria, which were at that time in an advanced 
state of development, could make full use of their 
superiority in trade with Hungary. A treaty which 
allowed Austrian manufacturers to export their pro- 
ducts duty-free to Hungary made Hungary a sort of 
colonial market for Austrian wares; for at the same 
time the Austro-Hungarian tariff excluded or hampered 
the foreign competitor. This state of things was 
naturally distasteful to Hungarian pride. Close to her 
own borders Hungary sees smaller States which have 
pursued an independent policy with a certain amount of 
success, and developed themselves out of purely agri- 
cultural States into industrial States of the modern type. 
The example of Roumania in particular aroused the 
emulation of Hungarian statesmen. Then, again, the 
depression, which since the seventies has inflicted such 
losses upon agriculture in Hungary as well as in other 
European countries, gave an impetus to the idea of a 
purely Hungarian industrial State emancipated from 
the necessity of importing Austrian goods. The 
standard-bearer of this idea was Gabriel von Baross, 
who was Minister of Trade for Hungary in 1880, and 
endeavoured to introduce an industrial policy in spite of 
the compact with Austria. Foreign captains of industry, 
mainly Austrian, were induced by enormous State-paid 
bounties to found factories in Hungary which should 
provide for the Hungarian market. Word was sent 


round that preference should be given for patriotic 
reasons to all goods made in Hungary with which 
Austrian or foreign goods competed. This patriotic 
maxim was accepted and acted upon with great gusto 
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by the Government, and by all public corporations, in 
giving out contracts for public or municipal purposes ; 
and a further advantage was conferred on Hungarian 
over Austrian manufactures by differential railway rates, 
so that the value of the gift of free trade was by an 
indirect process diminished, if not destroyed. These 
measures were, of course, naturally regarded in Austria 
as sO many encroachments upon the spirit of the com- 
mercial compact, and had, as I have said, the effect of 
making the commercial partnership less and less desir- 
able to Austria. In the last few years, moreover, flour 
mills and engineering works have sprung up rapidly in 
Hungary, and have grown so luxuriantly in the forcing- 
houses of a benevolent Government that they have 
even begun to compete in Austria itself with Austrian 
products. This was the last straw that broke the 
camel’s back. 


HEINRICH KANNER. 





ART. 


SOCIETY OF PORTRAIT PAINTERS—NEW 


ENGLISH ART CLUB. 


HE Society of Portrait Painters has not hitherto 
acquired a great measure of popularity. Neither 

is the reason far to seek. Those portraitists who, raised by 
the British public in conjunction with the Academy to the 
front rank, monopolise so much line space at Burlington 
House, are but scantily represented in the Society ; and the 
public, knowing only them and not being interested in any 
others, disdainfully shrugs its shoulders when it hears of 
a portrait exhibition which contains neither a Sargent nor 
an Orchardson nor a Fildes. And why, it says, when 
there is a genuine Sargent who can be comfortably viewed 
in the dog days, should we cut our way through November 
fogs to see two or more sham Sargents at the New Gallery, 
even though the fountain splash never so invitingly ? Apart 
from the Sargents, it is true that an autumn portrait exhibi- 
tion which was a replica of the summer collection at the 
Academy would prove exceedingly dull, but we have had 
so much dulness in our art that we have grown to like it. 
Owing to this style of reasoning, the Society of .Portrait 
Painters has had a good deal of indifference from without 
to put up with. At the same time, if it is not orthodox 
and academical, it is not dull. The present exhibition is 
less dull than the last. In fact we do not remember seeing 
a collection of modern portraits that provided more variety. 
Going a little deeper into the matter, we find that the 
comparative rareness in this exhibition of the. good old 
English portrait painter has made room and to spare for an 
increased foreign element. As a matter of fact, where Mr. 
Whistler is there is generally cosmopolitanism, and Mr. 
Whistler is very much here with his charming “ Violet and 
blue—the red feather.” Then the’ well-known German 
artist, Professor von Lenbach, contributes no less than four 
works of importance, to which we shall refer later. But 
what strikes us as being more foreign than the foreign 
schools is the un-English work of some of the English 
painters, as it appears in these galleries. Take, for in- 
stance, Mr. C. H. Shannon’s “ The Lady with the Chinese 
fan,” the Whistlerian title of which means, of course, that 
the fan is the motif and the Lady only the swb-motif of the 
picture. In this the Lady is, if we may be pardoned for 
saying so, a somewhat shapeless, awkwardly-posed person ; 
what, however, is un-English is the delicately decorative 
harmony of greys and browns, which transforms the por- 
trait into a picture and a pleasing one at that, 
if one can fall in with its mood. The other Mr. Shannon, 


again, possibly under the spell of his surroundings, is 
more sombre and subtle in his colour than he usually is 
at. the Academy ; though one, at least, of his child faces has 
about it the distasteful suggestion of caricature. Or, what 
can be said of the work of Messrs. Rothenstein and Orpen 
—has it anything in common with the traditions of English 
portraiture? Mr. Orpen’s “ Two Portraits,” with its back- 
ground of atmospheric green, its clear flesh colours and 
almost harsh drawing, is the work of a new arrival with a 
nameless future; but his development is not on the lines 
of English art ; not even on those of New English art, which 
are really almost as close as those of the other sort. Side 
by side with these diverse signs of a fresh summer in our 
world of portraiture we have the products of a more familiar 
sentiment in Mr. Ellis Roberts’s carefully manufactured, 
fresh-coloured reminiscences of those old masters who strove 
not to extort praise covertly but openly to flatter their fair 
feminine sitters ; whilst in the dexterously-handled, Sar- 
gentesque portraits of Messrs. Brough and Jack we are 
reminded with painful iteration of their common admiration 
for a third great mind. Yet these undoubtedly, even as 
Mr. Roberts, help to swell the list of varieties. 


Of those exhibitors who are essentially portrait 
painters the most striking perhaps is Protessor von Lenbach. 
If we judged the merit of a work by its pleasantness, his 
portrait of the late Emperor Frederick would certainly 
command the highest praise, but he appears in this, strong 
and vigorous as it is, to have sacrificed a little of the painter 
to the courtier, and we find a subtler art in the other things 
—notably in the head and bust of “ La Marquise Paulucci.” 
Out of a halo of reddest hair, a head half-turned on its neck, 
a face the pallor of which is deathly, a pair of eyes screwed 
whimsically round to their corners, half-parted lips in which 
there lurks a laugh, a black bodice losing itself in nether 
darkness—out of these, one might say, unpromising mate- 
rials the artist has achieved an artistic triumph that by 
itself makes the exhibition worth going to. The attraction 
is not exactly that of one of those roguish, laughing faces in 
which a Romney or a Reynolds might have delighted. It 
does not proceed from the power and auaacity of the draw- 
ing, though these, if examined analytically, are well nigh 
enough to take one’s breath away. It ss simply the com- 
plete subjugation of the parts by the whole, and the whole 
is that gift, priceless to portrait painters, known as character 
insight. And the professor’s introspective power, strong as 
ever in the autumn of his career, runs consistently through 
his work, triumphing over the charges of poor colour and a 
too great insistence on line, which have sometimes been laid 
at his door. We find another beautiful example of this 
artist in his portrait of himself and his young daughter ; the 
soul in the child’s eyes defies considerations of hard out- 
line and livid complexion. 


The relative importance of leading and other ex- 
hibitors in the New English Art Club appears to us to be 
unchanged by the winter show at the Dudley Gallery. If 
we except Mr. Anning Bell’s coloured relief, “ Charity,” and 
Miss M. Spencer Edwards’s “ A girl at a piano,” an interior 
clever to a degree in its textures and showing a nice appre- 
ciation of tone and interior light, there is little or nothing 
that could not have been predicted. There are the Wilson 
Steers, the Brabazons, the Moffat Lindners, the David Muir- 
heads, the Charles Conders, the W. Rothensteins, and the 
W. Orpens ; all of these men supply excellent work of its 
kind, and all or nearly all of it is according to the pattern 
by which they are severally known. In the case of Mr. 
Wilson Steer, we frankly confess to a decided preference 
for his figure work, and though his “ The Mirror” could be 
identified anywhere, its clever manceuvring of light and 
shade on the nude figures, its adroit handling and general 
wealth of effect, render it infinitely more attractive than his 
latest and spottiest essay in theatrical landscape on the same 
wall. Mr. Orpen, a little less ambitious than on the last 
occasion, rings the changes on a very familiar theme. The 
theme is of grey-green walls hung with engravings—an ad- 
mirable taste, no doubt—of a highly polished card table 
with flower vases or other knick-knacks to relieve the general 
air of drabness, and of one or more figures that always con- 
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trive to make one think of an art school. Here we have 
but one figure for two pictures. A lady with auburn hair, 
fresh complexion, and blue dress, does duty for both, and, 
if we mistake not, she is also the lady of his “Two Por- 
traits” at the New Gallery. Whether this candid repetition 
of a single model is a drawback to subject-picture painting 
we must leave it to the painter to decide; remarking, for 
ourselves, that such repetition does not appear to aid the 
expression of what he has to say. And really he has a 
good deal to say on a subject which he has made, perhaps 
too religiously, his own. In one of his works, “ A window 
in London-street,” the high room containing the familiar 
figure in blue, the inevitable greenish walls and the shining 
card table, has one dark corner, the darkness of which 
speaks of its own veritable mystery. Then through the 
large window with the domed top one is shown the over- 
the-way line of houses. They are plain houses, grey, with 
the greyness of London City ; the sky, too, is harmoniously 
grey. But, putting aside the clever manipulation of 
shadows and the sense of indoor atmosphere, the picture 
possesses the true-inwardness, not so much of London, as 
of a particular part of London—the Fitzroy-square neigh- 
bourhood—which has gentility for its shell, Mr. Orpen 
has saturated himself with the essence of this part, and in 
paint the result is very fine, and will continue to be so until 
at least a few more exhibitions at the Dudley Gallery have 
passed. After that we shall look on Mr. Orpen as an artist 
who has faithfully served his apprenticeship—and, mindful 
of our own sensations with regard to this picture, shall re- 
spectfully ask him to go out into the country and get a little 
fresh air. 

Of the rest of a collection of wholesome quality, un- 
relieved by anything startlingly good or bad from member 
or outsider, we may mention Mr. Conder’s work which, with 
its quaint savour of the last century, is somewhat more in- 
sistent than usual ; and an atmospheric landscape by Miss 
Alice Fanner. In an exhibition where landscape is cer- 
tainly not the noticeable feature, the latter’s “ Windy day— 
Datchet Reach,” if a little over-courageous in its contrasts, 
is at least a sane and dexterous interpretation of meadow, 


eddying stream, and wind-torn sky. 
F. J. M. 





MONEY MATTERS. 


HE recent extreme inaction of Stock Exchange 
business has been diversified during the past 

week by a general renewed decline in values. The 
usual experience in times of depression, such as the 
markets are now passing through, is that a gradual 
drooping in prices brings about an occasional sharp 
drop as the result of actual sales by wearied or 
frightened holders. A movement of this description 
took place on the occasion of the fortnightly Settle- 
ment. The fall was especially marked in Home Rail- 
way securities, the supply of which to be handled was 
found to be somewhat larger than hitherto, giving indica- 
tions of the closing of ‘‘ bear” accounts and the marketing 
of a certain amount of real stock. The announcement 
of an issue of £1,500,000 new stock by the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Company had a bad effect. In addition 
to past disappointment in dividends and comparative 
inelasticity in present traffic receipts, due to stagnant 
trade, it must be remembered that this class of invest- 
ment has now to meet the competition of large home 
and colonial Government issues offered or quoted at 
unusually tempting prices. It may, however, be 
advisable in considering such change of investment 
to remember that the Government stocks in question 
bear a fixed rate of interest, while.the return from rail- 





way property is now abnormally low, and may not 
unreasonably be expected to make a better figure in 
the not distant future, when both yield and price 
should be more favourable. An exception to the 
general dictum is to be found in the Argentine railway 
market where proposals are again made to amalgamate 
the Central Argentine and Rosario undertakings. 

The decline in prices was materially assisted by 
the pressure for money, which was made the occasion 
for charging higher rates at the “carry-over.” In the 
present dulness of business, with an undercurrent 
uneasiness and distrust, the margin between abundance 
and stringency in the market is not a very wide one ; 
and the fact that Government disbursements have been 
recently on a much smaller scale than hitherto accounts 
fully for the temporary control of funds by the Bank of 
England. Any little increase in demand still sends 
money-dealers to Threadneedle-street for assistance. 
Stock Exchange payments and end-of-the-month re- 
quirements naturally added to the hardness of rates, 
which will doubtless be recurrent u.til the close of the 
year. 

The price of silver has been comparatively steady 
since the suspension of free coinage in India has left 
the chief market to the unassisted operation of the laws 
of supply and demand. There has been during the 
last few days a steady and continuous decline in value, 
owing mainly to the pressure of American sales. 
The Smelters’ combination in the United States is 
obviously having a rather difficult time in connection 
with some increased pressure in the money market and 
the corresponding weakness in share quotations. The 
parties chiefly concerned are those also controlling the 
Amalgamated Copper Trust, and seem not unlikely to 
illustrate once more the danger of attempting to regu- 
late the output or price of articles of common consump- 
tion. Reference Was made last week to the precarious 
situation of copper on the other side of the Atlantic, 
where the maintenance of price has encouraged the 
foreign output and even compromised the home market. 
Fears of a necessary, though tardy, reduction in Ameri- 
can quotations have affected the value of copper stocks 
generally, and Rio Tintos, which not long since were 
at 60, are now nearly 20 points lower. 

In the Mining market South African shares remain 
very steady, considering the present circumstances of 
the Rand industry and the disappointment as to the 
resumption of work on a larger scale. The report of 
the Consolidated Goldfields Company does not add 
much to the general knowledge as to the condition of 
affairs, but it had indirectly a chilling effect on West 
African ventures by disclosing the comparatively small 
extent to which the company was interested in the new 
field. It secured, and still retains, about one-tenth 
interest in the Gold Coast Agency, a company formed 
for the purpose of testing the value of properties 
on the deep levels and outcrop of the banket 
reef, and forming companies if the results were 
sufficiently encouraging. It is expressly stated, 
however, that the Consolidated Company has had 
and has no obligations towards, 4nd has no 
liabilities in respect of, any other undertaking in the 
district except as regards a small amount of uncalled 
capital. This disposes for the time being of a lot of 
gossip as to alarge influx of capital from the Transvaal 
corporation. The Governor of the Gold Coast has 
thought it advisable to call attention to the trade in 
mining ‘‘ concessions,” a large proportion of which, he 
says, are not worth the paper on which they are 
written. A practical point for the attention of the 
market is the small extent of actual gold returns and 
the difficulties of securing skilled management in so 
unfavourable a climate. It is, however, rather late to 
warn the public in these matters, and the Colonial 
Office is roundly abused by the market for adding 
unnecessarily to the prevailing depression. The heavy 


further fall which has taken place in Lake View and Le 
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Roi shares has been caused chiefly by developments 
in connection with the London and Globe litigation. 
One of the firms comprising the syndicate which 
made advances to Mr. Whitaker Wright to carry out 
his market operations has been ordered to produce its 
books for a disclosure of dealings, and this has let 
loose a flood of ill-natured gossip well calculated to 
destroy whatever confidence may remain in the pro- 
perties. Meantime both the mines mentioned are to be 
investigated by independent experts, a necessity which 
illustrates the present opinion of past management. 
It is curious how the taint of ‘‘ original sin” clings to 
mining operations in both the colonies concerned. 


The notices deposited for bills in the coming 
Parliamentary Session have drawn renewed attention 
to the efforts now in progress to make up the lee-way 
of this country in the matter of electric traction, and to 
the wide and remunerative field for investment thus 
offered. Pioneer undertakings have certainly so far 
done very well for their proprietors as well as for the 
public accommodation. In the metropolis the London 
United Tramways, under the enterprising management 
of Mr. J. Clifton Robinson, has already demonstrated 
in the western suburbs the advantage and profit to be 
derived from a good tramway service, and the company, 
largely representing Bristol interests, is seeking powers 
for a wide extension of lines to the south-west of 
London. In a prospectus just issued offering Preference 
stock and Debentures for subscription, the company 
estimates from present results a dividend of 8 per cent. 
on the share capital. The British Electric Traction Com- 
pany will also have before Parliament several important 
projects in different parts of the country. This cor- 
poration, of which Mr. Emile Garcke is the moving 
spirit, has devoted its attention chiefly to the financing 
of provincial lines, extensive systems being worked in 
the Potteries district and in South Wales. Its share 
capital of £2,000,000, with £1,000,000 Debenture 
stock, is represented by more than thirty of such under- 
takings. Thecompany hasalso leased the Croydon Tram- 
ways, and proposes extensive additions to that system. 
Valuable assistance in financing its new work now in 
hand has been secured from the firm of Messrs. J. S. 
Morgan and Co., an introduction of American capital 
matching that now embarked on the much-delayed 
Metropolitan and District electric conversion. The 
British Electric Traction Company, it may be added, 
paid 9 per cent. on the Ordinary shares for the past 
year, representing gross receipts of £400,000 received 
from about 100,000,000 passengers paying 1d. and 2d. 
tares. 

The disturbances at Colon and the active inter- 
vention of United States troops to prevent injury to 
the Panama Railway and to the inchoate Canal property 
have emphasised the interest taken by the Americans in 
the question of the transit of the isthmus, and have 
brought into prominence the fact that active negotia- 
tions have again been in progress to acquire the rights 
over the remains of the Panama Canal project from its 
French proprietors. In view of the work already done 
on the most promising site for connecting the two 
oceans, it would seem as if all the ‘‘ pourparlers ” about 
the Nicaragua Canal in connection with the Bulwer- 
Clayton Treaty were so much ‘“‘ bluff” to cover the 
real designs of our Yankee cousins.on the existing 
ill-starred venture. It is calculated that the French 
expenditure from first to last on the isthmus 
amounted to £60,000,000, of which not more than 
half went into actual construction. Possibly two-fifths 
of the work of forming the canal has been done; but 
much of the excavation has been filled in again by the 
washing of rain in the past fifteen years. The lowest 
estimate for completing the scheme is £ 20,000,000, 
The Isthmian Canal Commission appointed at Wash- 
ington to inquire into the details is preparing a pre- 
liminary report on the condition of the work, and its 
chairman, Admiral Walker, has been discussing the 


question of terms with M. Hutin, the president of the 
French company. Several delicate questions would 
follow for adjustment, one being an express stipulation 
in the original concession forbidding its transfer to any 
other Government under penalty of forfeiture. 


E. R. McD. 





LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION. 
By MUNICEPS. 


1.—LONDON ‘TELEPHONES. 


THE terms on which the Post Office proposes to supply 
London with telephones have at length been disclosed. 
The old charge was /17 a. year, and the new 
is no less, although a slight concession allows a 
subscriber, on paying a toll for each “call,” to obtain an 
instrument for a rent of five guineas. A dissatisfaction which 
is almost unanimous prevails in London. Even the 
Standard revolts: “The telephone service of London is 
the most expensive in England, and probably in Europe. 
The annual rent of an instrument in Berlin is £7 1os., in 
Glasgow it is £5 5s., even in Paris it is only £12.” 

But the strongest indictment against the Government’s 
action was brought by Mr. Benn. The charges, he said, 
were from 50 to 75 per cent. too much. “A telephone 
service could be provided for London at a charge of £10 
per subscriber for the first five years, to be reduced to £9 
afterwards, including the Post-Office royalty of 10 per cent.” 
How much care the Government devote to protecting the 
interests of their friends may be seen from the rise in the 
value of the company’s stock. On the announce- 
ment that a contract had been signed whereby the 
Post Office was to buy up the company in 1911 
the price of its shares went up from 3% to 4%, 
representing a capital gain of £295,000, and the 
rise in debentures and preference shares amounts to 
471,000 more—a present from the Government to the 
Fergusson-Fowler Company. Finally Mr. Benn, speaking 
on behalf of the Highways Committee, made a challenge 
which must bring home to the inhabitants of London the 
difference between municipalisation and monopoly. “ If,” 
he said, “ the Post Office will hand over the whole of its 
plant to the Council, we will pay that Department every 
penny it has spent, and take the sole responsibility of 
supplying London with a telephone service at rates which 
obtain in the provinces.” 

If anything is certain about the future of administration 
in civilised countries it is that the duties and powers of 
local authorities will be greatly increased. Among the 
duties which an efficient municipality ought to undertake 
the control or administration of natural and local monopo- 
lies comes first, and of these no monopoly can cause more 
loss and inconvenience to a big city than a badly-managed 
telephone service. 


2.—PAUPER WOoOODCUTTERS. 


A small but interesting question in Poor-Law adminis- 
tration is the ethics of workhouse wood-selling. No able- 
bodied pauper of any self-respect can reconcile himself to 
the occupation of picking oakum ; beside this wood-chopping 
is a dignified and congenial pursuit. Therefore by all 
means let the pauper who can do so chop wood. But the 
difficulty arises in the disposal of the product. The manu- 
facture of firewood is an important rural industry, and those 
who practise it complain bitterly that they are ruined by 
workhouse competition. The Guardians pay nothing for 
their labour, and are not anxious to make a large profit, and 
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there is a natural tendency for them to sell the product to 
the needy villagers at a price only slightly, if at all, in excess 
of the cost of raw material; or, even if they adhere to 
the market price, to make up larger bundles than those 
recognised by the trade, and to count, say, 105 to 110 
bundles as 100. “De minimis non curat lex”; and the 
solution seems to be a judicious infusion of elementary 
notions of political economy into the minds of rural Guar- 
dians, but those who know the rural Guardian will not lightly 
undertake this task. 


[Communications with regard to these columns should be 
addressed to MuNICEPS, Speaker office. | 





A CATHEDRAL VOLUNTARY. 


“ EE where the jets of music break and fly 
S Like dizzy swallows in an amber sky ; 
And the devout dusk flooding aisle and aisle 
Labours gigantic mysteries the while. 

Grave women level-coifed, with eyes agaze 
Into the void from long-forgotten days, 
Relax ; crowned faces mild of bearded kings ; 
And piteous, nameless, misbegotten things 
(Jests of the chisel, made to flout mankind) 
Under the corbel of the arch consigned, 

Lean to the recreative airs that make 
‘The semblance live and frozen stones awake. 
The gray dust stirr'd in yon Crusader’s tomb 
Recalls a soul to haunt her ruined room ; 
‘The mailed feet propped against the marble houn| 
‘Tingle with penetrating spells of sound, 
And in the stony palms and ears of stone 
He feels again the holy madness blown— 
Challenge of dazzling cities mountain-walled, 
Leaguer and march and melley and stratagem, 
And hears the European trump that called 
The knights to escalade Jerusalem. 

Js. v. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
REFORMATION OF THE HOOLIGAN. 
To the Editor of THE SPEAKER. 


Sin,—In dealing with this thorny question, we might, 
1 think, borrow an idea from that great and wise man Amir 
Abdur Rahman, the late ruler of Afghanistan, who favoured 
the principle of piece-work in reforming his criminals, teach- 
ing them arts and industries, and honest livelihood, by a 
strict method of payment by results. 7 
The story of his experiences is given in Volume i, 
Chapter 2, of his life. He had purchased and set up in 
Cabul a large assortment of useful European and American 
machines, and had engaged skilled English artisans to teach 
his people how to work them ; but the Cabulees refused to 
be taught : “ The difficulties that I had to encounter on first 
opening the manufactories and workshops were enormous. 
My people knew nothing of modern inventions and appli- 
ances, and were consequently opposed to all these new ideas. 
They said that I did not know that the work could 
be much better done by hand than by machinery.” But 
Abdur Rahman was not the man to be beaten. His free 
subjects would not work in the factories, so he looked else- 
where. He had in his gaols a large collection of prisoners ; 


prisoners of war, mutineers, murderers, gang-robbers, and 
all kinds of malefactors, who had felt the weight of his 
terrible iron hand. ‘These were the men he decided should 
be his factory hands. He therefore placed them (still in 
chains) under the head workmen in the various depart- 
ments, and gave them the promise that when they had 
thoroughly learnt the work they would be released from 
prison, and employed and paid for their services according 
to their merits and abilities. Never were there found more 
apt and industrious pupils: “'lhe prisoners were only too 
anxious to be released ; they therefore learned their work 
quickly, and received their freedom and reward by being 
paid for their work ; I, on my part, getting good and grate- 
ful workmen.” ‘There came to them the pride of the skilled 
workmar in his work. Also they naturally felt drawn to 
tie occupation which had been such a godsend to them; 
so they continued their lucrative arts and industries after 
freedom had been earned, frankly informing the Amir that 
they did not propose returning to highway robbery, which 
was bad business under his régime. 

Could we not, in dealing with our young criminals, try 
the Amir’s method of payment by results, instead of a 
mere time penalty ? When we send the Hooligan for five 
years certain tu a reformatory, and try to teach him a useful 
industry, he is an unwilling pupil, and probably learns to 
hate the trade as a part of his punishment, looking for- 
ward to the end of his term, when he will be free to throw 
it aside. Why not make it a condition of his five years’ 
detention that he will be released as soon as he is certified as 
competent in his work ? His sentence, a humane one, would 
thus be that he was condemned to become a first-class 
artisan, and well fitted to earn an honest livelihood. If some 
such plan were followed, we might hope to share in the 
advantages obtained by the master mind which, in Afghani- 
stan, evolved order out of chaos.—Yours, &c., 

W. WEDDERBURN. 
Meredith, Gloucester, November 21, 1901. 


THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS. 
T'o the Editor of THE SPEAKER. 


Sir,—A great deal is being made of the personal testi- 
monies of ladies and others who have visited some of the 
Concentration Camps and have found everything satisfac- 
tory, the Boer women thankful for what is being done for 
them, and “enjoying themselves remarkably well in the 
circumstances.” 

That personal testimonies of this character should be 
offered as a reliable picture of the Concentration Camps 
generally, and of the manner in which His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have discharged the duty of caring for the women and 
children prisoners of war in those camps, argues either an 
amazing faith in public credulity, or an equally amazing 
ignorance as to the charges which are brought against His 
Majesty’s Government. ‘The charge is not that the British 
Government supplied buns and chocolate to some children 
and did not supply these things to others. The charge is 
this: That the British Government, through its agents in 
South Africa, brought into camps large numbers of men, 
women, and children; that they failed to supply those 
prisoners of war with adequate shelter from the inclemency 
of the weather, with proper clothing, or sufficient food, 
while the sanitary conditions of the camps were deplorable ; 
‘in consequence of which large numbers of men and women 
and no less than 576 children died in those camps during 
last June ; that although the Government had been warned 
of what would happen, and knew through their officers of 
the mortality that had taken place, they increased the num- 
ber of prisoners in the camps, and took no adequate 
measures to supply them with adequate shelter and food, 
xo that large numbers of them died during the month cf 
July, including no less than 1,124 children; that in the 
knowledge of what had happened the Government stil! 
further increased the numbers in the camps, and failed to 
make adequate provisior for the prisoners, so that the mor- 
tality still further increased, and no less than 1,545 children 
died in the camps during August; that the Government 
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still continued the same policy of increasing the number of 
prisoners herded together in insanitary camps, so that the 
mortality still further increased, and no less than 1,964 
children died in those camps in September. it is in answer 
to this grave and serious charge that we are treated to 
“'Transvaal Lady’s Testimonies” and other stuff of that 
description, in which we are invited to sympathise with 
the sorrows of Britisin refugees, who, on leaving the Trans- 
vaal were crowded into trains, and suffered almost as 
much discomfort as holiday-makers at Glasgow Fair. It 
is almost an insult to the intelligence of the public to have 
stories like this offered in excuse of a crime which will 
render the Government of Lord Salisbury infamous. 

For what do the facts disclosed in the Government 
returns point to? It is admitted that no less than 5,209 
children died in those camps during the months of June, 
July, August, and September of this year ; that the mortality 
was such that if continued for twelve monihs nearly one-half 
of the children would be dead ; that the Government, know- 
ing these facts, neither adopted adequate measures to pro- 
vide for their prisoners, as required by the rules of civilised 
warfare, nor liberated those for whom they could not pro- 
vide. 

We are told that the Government have had the mor- 
tality in the camps under serious consideration, but the more 
serious consideration is this, that they, have done nothing 
but bring larger numbers of prisoners into the camps. ‘The 
Government has been like a man who should first upset a 
boat filled with people, and then, having the means of saving 
them from drowning, should sit down and debate with him- 
self whether, having regard to the fact that all people have to 
die at some time and in some way, it would not be better 
that those people should drown at once, and who should 
continue these deliberations till a number of the drowning 
people were actually drowned. Such a man would un 
doubtedly be charged with murder, and a lenient view of his 
case would be taken if he were found guilty of only culpable 
homicide. ‘The action of His Majesty’s Government is 
exactly analogous, but it is on a gigantic scale, for it is not a 
boatload of people but thousands who have been done te 
death in the camps through the course pursued by the 
Government and its agents in South Africa. 

‘The excuse which is often offered for the Government 
is, that if the people had not been brought into camps, they 
might have died in as great numbers all over the country. 
‘That is no answer to the charge that is brought against the 
Government. ‘They are not charged with the deaths of 
people in circumstances which have not occurred. ‘They 
are charged with those deaths in circumstances which the 
Government and its agents have themselves created. It 
may be that, through the burning of houses and the destruc- 
tion of food, many women and children, not brought inte 
camps, have been starved to death. But that is another 
and a different charge than the one which is made in con- 
nection with the treatment of prisoners in the camps, which 
is that the Government and its agents in South Africa 
knowingly and wilfully between January and June of this 
year brought large numbers of non-combatants, men, women, 
and children, into camps, and kept them there under such 
conditions that large numbers of them died; that in the 
knowledge of these deaths, they brought into camps still 
larger numbers of prisoners during the months of June, July, 
August and September of the present year; and did 
subject all those prisoners of war to such miseries that many 
thousands of them died, and were thus murdered by His 
Majesty’s Government and by their agents in South Africa. 
That is the grave and serious charge which, certainly at 
the bar of history, will be brought against Mr. Brodrick, 
His Majesty’s present Secretary of State for War; against 
Mr. Chamberlain, the present Colonial Secretary ; against 
Lord Milner, the present Administrator of the Transvaal 
and Orange River Territory ; against Earl Roberts, the pre- 
sent Commander-in-Chief of the British Army ; and against 
Lord Kitchener, presently Commanding the Forces in South 
Africa ; in that they were actors, art and part, in the crimes 
above recited. 


It concerns the honour of our land that a crime almost 
unexampled in extent should not pass unpunished. There 
are precedents for bringing to book British Pro-Consuls 
who have abused their trust. Within living memory, a cer- 
tain Governor had to stand his trial at the bar of the 
Criminal Court, and offer justification for acts done by his 
authority. It would be wise for the Government to walk 
warily in view of what may happen. At present, the mili- 
tary are doing as they please, and it pleases them to flog 
some prisoners, to shoot others, to hang others in the en- 
forced presence of neighbours, and, masquerading as judges, 
to pass sentences of penal servitude on those who have been 
fighting against them. ‘The Government at the Cape has 
suspended the Constitution at the Cape, and for this ille- 
gality they expect an Act of Indemnity. ‘They may not get 
it, and for their own misdeeds there will be a day of reckon- 
ing. When that day comes not the least serious matter will 
be the action of all who have had to deal with the Concen- 
tration Camps, and of all that led to the formation of these 
camps.—Yours, &c., 

W. D. MACGREGOR. 

2, George-street, Edinburgh, 

November 24, 1901. 


SPURLOUS SPORTS—RABBIT COURSING. 
Lo the Editor of THE SPEAKER. 

Sir,—I am indeed glad Mr. Whyte has drawn atten- 
tion to that loathsome form of gambling, going by the name 
“sport,” and called rabbit coursing. A more cowardly, 
cruel, and disgusting means of seeking recreation by bet- 
ting does not exist in this country. I see something of it 
every week in these northern parts, and can speak with 
considerable knowledge of its hideous cruelty. ‘The stehes 
on the so-called coursing ground are bad enough, heaven 
knows, but the sufferings of the poor rabbits do not com- 
mence there. It is in transit where they endure momentary 
panic and distress. Huddled together in crates, boxes, and 
sacks, with fur rubbed off, eyes scratched out, legs broken, 
and bodies twisted into all forms of contortions, these pour, 
helpless creatures, many half dead, are conveyed by rail 
and vehicle to the dens of the cowardly ruffians who find 
pleasure in drinking and gambling over their terror, dis- 
comfort, and death. “Sport,” say they. Bah! It is 
nothing of the kind, It is just a low, demoniacal method 
of finding amusement (?) in their, too many, idle hours. 
We call this a civilised, intelligent, and progressive country ; 
yet the law allows and society tolerates this most abomin: 
able, cruel sport (?), which, in itself, is enough to make a 
demon blush and a fiend turn aside with shame.—yYours, 
&c., 

Witu1aM Lisie B, Coutson, 
J.P. for Northumberland. 
Newbrough, Fourstones-on-Tyne, 
November 21, 1got. 


FINANCIAL PAPERS. 
To the Editor of THE SPEAKER. 


Sir,—In a most interesting article, “ ‘The sad plight 
of the City of London,” in your paper of yesterday one 
reads: “ Perhaps the most astonishing feature . . . 
aggression.” Now I think the writer might have mentioned 
the only paper, viz., the Zavestors’ Review, which, tv its 
everlasting credit, both before and during the war, urged 
peace, and gave sound reasons for such a course.—Yours, 
&c., 

, T. CHAyTOR. 
Dublin, November 24, 1901. 


[We thank our correspondent for drawing attention to 
a shining example among the organs of City finance, to 
which, indeed, we frequently refer in these columns.—Ep. 


S peaker.] 
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REVIEWS. 
TENNYSON. 
TENNYSON. | Ancrew Lang. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 
London: W. Blackwood and Sons. 2s. 6d. 


Tuts is a really pleasant book, and will rightly be popular 
with those lovers of our great Victorian poet who find the 
massive Biography in two volumes too much to master, or 
with those who long to see their own emotions of admiration 
neatly reduced to intelligible order. Mr. Lang, as a poet 
himself, is the man to interpret the undeniable chief of Vic- 
torian poets; he has an almost unrivalled experience as-a 
critic; and his vivacity and versatility find ample range in 
the immense body of Tennyson’s W ors. 

Mr. Lang’s treatment of the ijife of the poet is excel- 
ient. He sticks to the Biography by the son and to the 
text of the Poems, very properly discarding current anec- 
dotes, commentaries that pretend to give veiled meanings, 
local identification, or “ parallels” and “ borrowings.” The 
authentic memoir that we owe to filial piety, and the goo 
pages of verse in double column, are enough material for a 
writer thoroughly familiar with the entire range of ancient 
and modern poetry. Accordingly, Mr. Lang, in his pleasant 
way, gives the Tennysonian in some 230 pages all that he 
can reasonably want to know about his favourite poet. 

It is not so clear that Mr. Lang has given the student 
of English literature that just estimate of the varied mass of 
the poet’s work which the higher criticism demands in 
recognising one of the glories of the Nineteenth Century. I 
am myself an enthusiastic lover of all the finest poems of 
Tennyson. I believe I have expressed my enthusiasm in 
terms of admiration even stronger than those of Mr. Lang. 
I doubt if the English language admits phrases more ardent, 
short of fulsome hyperbole. “ Infallible mastery,” “ one of 
the triumphs of English poetry,” “ entirely faultless, so ex- 
quisitely clear, melodious, and sure,” “a wonderful monu- 
ment of sustained and chastened fancy, of noble ideals, and 
of delicious music,” “one of the grandest conceptions in 
modern poetry ”—and so on. In my short essay of fifty 
pages there are a score of such tributes of unbounded ad- 
miration. Mr. Lang, however, contrives to suggest that I 
am one of those silly and ill-conditioned people who under- 
rate our great Victorian poet. Not I, who say he was im- 
measurably the first and the noblest of them all. 

But then I do not count myself a “ Tennysonian,” a 
badge Mr. Lang adopts. I do not count myself a Byronian, 
or a Shelleian, or a Wordsworthian. I wear no man’s collar 
—nullius addictus jurare in verba poetae—if I called myself 
anything it would be a Miltonian, for so far as I cherish a 
favourite poet it is Milton, not, of course, that I put him 
beside Shakespeare. But Mr. Lang, as too many Tenny- 
sonians do, admires everything of Tennyson, every side of 
him, and apparently every poem—bar the dramas—with 
almost equal veneration; thought, form, method, origin- 
ality, imagination, theology, metaphysics, and topical Jingo 
songs. ‘This may cheer the Tennysonian esthete, but the 
robust reverence of a great name which marks true criticism 
should be made of sterner stuff. 

With the essential points of Mr. Lang’s judgment on 
the poems we shall all agree, as, with a few qualifications to 
be noted presently, I entirely agree myself. He is quite 
right in pointing out the superb qualities of the early Lyrics ; 
how completely from the first Tennyson distanced all rivals 
and asserted his own unique mastery of form. He is right 
in his admiration for the power and perfection of Jn 
_Memoriam and in his love of the Zdylls of the King. I 
have said the same things myself, and I rejoice to find my 
own praise re-echoed by a critic of such large experience and 
fine taste. I am glad that he rates so highly the Ode on the 
Death of the Duke of Wellington, which for my part I place 
in the front rank of Tennyson’s achievements, and do not 
care a straw for “the depreciation of the Press,” which Mr. 





Lang tries to explain by literary jealousy. Again, I put a 
higher value on the Dramas than Mr. Lang seems inclined 
to do, a task from which he is ready to shrink. In any case, 
they are far the finest historical dramas which the century 
produced. And I am glad Mr. Lang shares my enthusiasm 
for the late piece Rizpah. 

Where I cannot go with Mr. Lang’s judgments is in 
his continuous admiration for all the later pieces, which he 
seems to value as much as the earlier. This is a crucial 
fault, when the critic allows himself to praise, instead of to 
judge. As I have shown,.the first half of Tennyson’s un- 
rivalled poetic career of some sixty years (1830-1890) gave 
us “his most important and permanent work.” With the 
first Jd ylls of the King (1859) Tennyson was fifty years old, 
and had reached his zenith. His later thirty years of work 
gave us some delightful and glorious pieces ; but the whole 
product was distinctly inferior to that of the former epoch. 
Mr. Lang makes a serious blunder in failing to see this 
cardinal truth. Criticism is not a football match, where you 
are expected to shout for your own side up to the very last 
goal. 

Before parting with Mr. Lang, I should like to refer to 
one or two hits which he aims at me. Of course the 
merry Andrew of the reviews cannot write a book without 
indulging in some of those japes which, with and without 
his name, he loves to shower round the Press. The most 
serious point he labours is this, that I accused Tennyson of 
borrowing the thoughts in such early poems as Zhe Two 
Voices or In Memoriam from men who had not published 
their books at the supposed date of the poems. And he 
gives a long array of dates to convict me of anachronism, 
and to prove Tennyson’s priority to Darwin, Ruskin, Jowett, 
and the Broad Churchmen. I made no charge whatever 
that Tennyson borrowed his ideas from these books. The 
names I mentioned (which include Professor Jowett, Bishop 
Westcott, Professor Drummond, and Mr. Arthur Balfour) 
show that there was in my mind no idea of any plagiarising 
from them in a poem published in 1850. It is mere jest- 
ing to tell us that Tennyson could not borrow from books 
written forty or fifty years later. Nobody ever suggested 
anything so palpably absurd. 

What I said was that these early poems are an “ admir- 
ably tuneful versification of ideas current in the religious 
and learned world ”—“ ideas which in 1850 were floating 
about in the mental atmosphere of Oxford and Cambridge 
men.” “He embodied these discussions, theories, and 
pious hopes of Broad Churchmen in lovely phrases.” That 
is the exact truth. Between the period roughly dated from 
1835 to 1865 the academic, theological, and scientific world 
was fermenting with theories about Nature, the Church, 
Future Life, Creation, and the human Soul. If ever any 
man was in touch with those ideas it was Alfred Tennyson : 
who, between the years 1829 and 1850, lived in the society 
of Arthur Hallam, Monckton Milnes, Spedding, Lord 
Kelvin, Dean Merivale, Carlyle, Fitzgerald, Charles Buller, 
Thackeray, Forster, Landor, L. Hunt, and all the men 
around them. 

Tennyson was a member of the “ Apostles” Club (the 
spirit of whick., wrote Arthur Hallam, was created by F. D. 
Maurice). There they debated (in 1830) “The Origin cf 
Evil, the Derivation of the Moral Sentiments, Prayer, and 
the Personality of God.” ‘Tennyson voted “No” on the 
question, “ Is an intelligible first cause deducible from the 
phenomena of the universe ?” In 1842 Tennyson was a 
member of the Sterling Club. “His talk largely touched 
on politics, philosophy, and theology, and tl.e new specula- 
tions rife on every side.” “ Meanwhile Maurice, Kingsley, 
and the Cambridge men were striving to make thought more 
tolerant and to impress men with a sense of brotherhood. 
Both efforts in a few years effected a mighty change in the 
spirit of the National Church by broadening its borders and 
deepening its spirituality.” In 1845 Tennyson “ had com- 
pleted many of the cantos in Zz Memoriam.” The poem 
was published in 1850. 

There is no precise date given to the separate pieces, 
which Mr. Lang seems anxious to suggest were chiefly com- 
posed soon after 1833, the date of Arthur Hallam’s death. 
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For this there is no evidence. Now, F. D. Maurice was 
Tennyson’s senior by some years, and preceded him at Cam- 
bridge, where he was the intellectual father of the Apostles. 
In the forties, Maurice was lecturing at King’s College, and 
preaching at Lincoln’s Inn. Frederick Robertson, of 
Brighton, was preaching in 1840, and Tennyson knew him 
in 1846. I heard Robertson myself in 1847. Tennyson 
regarded Maurice as “the foremost thinker among the 
Churchmen of our time.” If ever any man was saturated 
with the ideas of religious development current in the 
cultured world between 1840 and 1850, it was Alfred Ten- 
nyson, as appears from the Memoir by his son. I have said 
that he gave those ideas poetic voice. And that is the 
exact truth. 

It is sheer nonsense to tell us that Tennyson himself 
anticipated the evolutionary philosophy of Darwin, the 
Broad Churchism of Maurice and Robertson, the Neo- 
Christianity of Jowett, or the physical theories of Huxley 
and Tyndall. As well say that Shakespeare anticipated the 
Novum Organum. These theologians and scientists worked 
out their theories in systematic arguments with regular data 
leading up to definite dogmas and logical conclusions. To 
tell us that they got all these from Tennyson’s verses is 
childish. Their conceptions and tendencies were all known 
to the world of the Apostles anu the Sterling Club years 
before they were formally embodied in their books. And 
through Carlyle, Sterling, Milnes, Maurice, Robertson, 
Thomson, Venables, and Kingsley they had long been quite 
familiar to Tennyson when 7x Memoriam was published in 
1850. That beautiful poem, of course, contains neither 
theological, philosophical, nor scientific arguments, and no 
definite conclusions. It does contain, in exquisite poetic 
imagery, theological, philosophical, and scientific hypo- 
theses, which had long been floating about “in the air” 
which the poet breathed. That is what I have said. The 
idea that Tennyson plagiarised from these men would be 
as absurd as that they plagiarised from him. Anyone who 
reads Hallam Tennyson’s Memoir, as I did in writing of the 
poet, will observe how close was the intellectual sympathy 
between the author of Zz Memoriam and the leaders of new 
thought in religion and philosophy with whom he was in 
touch. I said no more; andI meant nomore. Mr. Lang 
would have it that Tennyson created the current ideas of his 
time. 

As to the Zdylls of the King, Mr. Lang complains of 
my judgment that they were transfigured into modern senti- 
ment and our own contemporary ideas of chivalry and 
honour. And he is indignant that I should not see all the 
chivalry, conscience, and “sweet lives” of medieval knight- 
hood. Certainly I do; and have often described it. All I 
say is that Tennyson’s sentiment and chivalry, refined and 
exalted as they are, are not Malory’s, not those of Arthurian 
times. As I said years ago, even the lovely figure of Lance- 
lot in the Zdyl/s compared with the hero of the Morte 
@’ Arthur is a statue by Canova placed beside one of 
Pheidias. I really decline to discuss this point with any- 
one who can imagine the magnificent (and rather Grandison- 
ian) speech of the King in Guinevere to be in the spirit of 
Malory. I would as soon admit that Achilles is in Mr. 
Pope’s version the same majestic hero that he is in Homer. 

One word as to the “ patriotic” poems. It is a Yellow 
journalist’s chaff to suggest that nobody but a Jingo can 
enter into the grand patriotic outbursts of Shakespeare, 
Campbell, Burns, Scott, or Wordsworth. So far as I am 
* concerned, I stated my own enjoyment of them in the very 
piece Mr. Lang was criticising. What I complained of was 
Tennyson’s too frequent habit of firing off to the Press a 
topical song at moments of popular agitation and party dis- 
pute, directed at particular politicians. Shakespeare did 
not have a fling at Burleigh, or incite a mob to howl down 
the Puritans. AsI said, some of Tennyson’s weakest pieces 
are mere journalists’ “ booms” to pander to the cry of the 
day and to ridicule the other side. And Mr. Lang does the 
very same thing when he brings into the criticism of poetry 
the stale cry of “ Little Englander.” 

I remember in old days there used to be a very clever 
advocate, much employed in a certain class of case, who 
would read out affidavits in Court so loosely that he now and 


then slipped out awkward passages which were in them, and 
slipped in convenient passages which were not in them. 
So at last the judges always called for a copy, and followed 
him line by line. Mr. Lang should follow the affidavits 
line by line when he is arguing a case. Had he done this 
with more care he would have seen that I never charged 
Tennyson with borrowing from books ‘published long after 
his, that I heartily admire the real sentiment of medizval 
chivalry, and am quite as fond of Old England as any Scot 
or even a foreign Jew from the Transvaal. All this journal- 
istic sparring does something to spoil a very pleasant book, 
which, apart from the slips in the affidavits and our author’s 
incorrigible trick of “ sniggering,” is really a very capital 
type of what a popular biography ought to be. 


FREDERIC HARRISON. 





A STUDY OF THE ETHICS OF SPINOZA. 


A Stuby OF THE Etuics or Spinoza. By H. Joachim, Fellow 
of Merton College, Oxford. At the Clarendon Press. 1901, 


First NOTICE. 


Ir there are to be no more great philosophers, it may be 
better to have good commentaries on the works of the ac- 
knowledged masters rather than new theories, that die on 
the morrow of their birth. As there are fashions in philo- 
sophy, it will happen that some philosopher or other will, at 
a certain time, fall into neglect. We are not sure that 
Spinoza has been studied very much in England, at least 
during the last hundred years. So far as Oxford guides 
philosophic training in this country, he has had little chance, 
because with its profession of studying philosophy histori- 
cally, Oxford has tended to select those philosophers who 
were stages in an order of development, and the tradition 
from Descartes to Kant, through Locke, Berkeley and Hume, 
is one in which Spinoza has no place. Yet Descartes was 
so great a man that there was room for the line of descend- 
ants, who took up the problem of knowledge, and also for 
another branch to claim him as their father. This other 
branch was represented by Malebranche and Spinoza, and 
their interests were rather in autology. We apologise for 
using this unsightly word, but it recalls to us that there is 
a tradition in philosophy, for which the “ problem of know- 
ledge ” is not all absorbing. This is most easily named the 
Greek tradition, and the question that its founders and 
heirs have asked is ri éor ro dv; There have arisen from 
time to time in the modern worlds minds which 
have revived this ancient point of view, from which 
the “object,” rather than the subject, is regarded. 
Such a mind was that of Spinoza, and Hegel, beset 
with a like inclination, recognised a fellowship be- 
tween himself and the Dutch Jew The spirit of the 
Eleatics, even yet, is not dead, and among modern English 
philosophers Mr. Bradley has received a double portion of 
it. In one passage of his work, Mr. Joachim expounds 
Spinoza in Bradleyan language, and acknowledges in a foot- 
note that he has been greatly influenced by the author of 
Appearance and Reality. Impress a reluctance to apply the 
categories of lower to higher being on a generation already 
convinced of the limits of human reason and you will have 
helped to bring about the modern tone of absolutism in 
thought. 

Mr. Joachim’s exposition of Spinoza is marked with 
rare self-control. He has avoided that besetting tempta- 
tion of those who undertake such work, to advance their own 
views as a way of criticising their subject. In this way many 
a writer will write to the same effect if he is dealing with 
half-a-dozen different people. Now, Spinoza is a writer 


who has especial need for someone who will take his hints 
and develop them, fill in the intervais between his important 
statements, and show the hidden coherence of his system. 
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Spinoza is one of those thinkers, like Hegel, who throw out 
a number of penetrating suggestions, which would not fail of 
their effect, whatever be the fate of the whole system, of 
which they are fragments. It is true that Spinoza regarded 
his system as demonstrated throughout ; and kis great work, 
the £zhics, is “ demonstrated in a geometrical order,” in 
which each new proposition is proved, after the manner of 
Euclid, by a series of references to previous propositions. 
Who carefully follows the details of this demonstration? it 
may be suspected that most of us read only the propositions, 
with tke corollaries, and skip the rest. We see position 
after position when they have been taken, but disregard 
the fighting in between. Mr. Joachim has pitied our indo- 
lence and shown the connection between the various islands 
that stand up in the sea. He has kept to this task, and 
rarely allowed the sweets of controversy to draw him aside, 
save where it has seemed necessary to protest against mis- 
interpretations of the text. In the main Mr. Joachim has 
kept to the Ethics, but has consulted the Z'ractatus de In- 
tellectus Eemendatione and minor philosophical works, with 
a view to making clear the development of Spinoza’s thought, 
especially his doctrine of substance. Though the 
Ethics is so called, the title must not be understood 
to imply that Spinoza wrote as one for whom the 
Aristotelian division of philosophy into departments was 
sacred. As a matter of fact, the work contains Spinoza’s 
metaphysical theories in their mature form, and only the 
latter part is taken up with the questions of “moral philo- 
suphy.” We are inclined to wonder whether Mr. Joachim 
has not perhaps assigned rather too large a portion of this 
buok to the earlier questions, and we confess that we should 
have liked a fuller treatment of the problems that arise 
when Spinoza passes from his general theory of the uni- 
verse to a contemplation of the nature of man. The latter 
part of the Ethics has been regarded as an anticlimax, and 
we doubt whether Mr. Joachim quite appreciates the 
strength of the feeling, experienced by many, that the 
philosopher has begun everything over again, has created a 
new pole, has broken up the coherence of his earlier theory 
by his description of the “conatus” which every living 
thing makes to “ persist in existing.” We thought that all 
human beings (as conscious) were but modes of the 
“thought” attribute of the one eternal substance, and lo! 
they assert themselves as if their personality were not 
to be reduced to the oxiac évae. Mr. Joachim smooths the 


transitions with not less than his usual ingenuity, and would . 


almost persuade us that the latter part of the Zthics flows as 
a necessary consequence from the “ eternal nature” of the 
whole ; but we remain half charmed, half rebellious, though 
our resistance may be due rather to the infection of our 
imagination rather than the light of the intellect. 


H. M. C. 





THE WORLD AND WINSTOW. 


Tue Woritp and Winstow. By Edith Henrietta Fowler. 
London: Hodaer and Stoughton. 1901. 6s. 


In A Corner of the West Miss Edith Fowler made a suc- 
cessful bid for the suffrages of readers who like a simple 
story simply and even reverently told, illumined in at least 
one chapter by the sparkling town talk of what is so amus- 
ingly known as “ high life.” It was a rather curious and un- 
common mixture. 7'e World and Winstow is pretty much 
the mixture as before. If anything, Miss Edith Fowler is 
here even more emphatic in contrasting the vulgarity of her 
provincial creations with the surface refinements of her 
friends in town. The former have no manners, and the 
latter no heart. The result may be distinctly discouraging 
to the aspirations of readers who regard the book as an 
exact portrayal of life itself. This, too, notwithstanding the 
high moral tone which pervades it. 


It is a very feminine book indeed. If it were worth 
while, one could wonder what Balzac would say of it. 
Balzac apart, the line which separates it in the matter of 
insight from a novel by George Eliot or Lucas Malet is 
sufficiently broad. For schoolgirls, single ladies living in 
remote places, and kept there by the despotism of circum- 
stances, and for reformed sinners with no desire to re- 
member their past sins, it will prove entertaining. To the 
average man or woman of the world its imperfections will, 
we fear, be plain to exasperation. Miss Edith Fowler does 
not make enough allowance for the development of her 
puppets. One can appreciate the exclamation “ What rot! ” 
in the mouth of her compassionable hero, Merton Wain- 
wright, as a schoolboy of twelve; but he relieves his im- 
patience with the same remark when he is private secretary 
to a Cabinet Minister. Captain Ian Evelix, V.C., home 
from South Africa with his arm in a sling, also says “ What 
rot!” when he is vexed. An inoffensive detail, viewed alone ; 
yet as typical of other crudities which blemish the book it 
is serious. It is impossible to believe, for instance, that 
Merton’s married sister could persuade herself into using 
a silver teapot for the gravy to the roast fowls at her supper 
party, or that Merton’s mother should make such a point of 
buying shrimps for her private secretary son’s tea at the 
seaside. The Wainwright family would be diverting on the 
Vaudeville stage. Limned in black and white, they are a 
somewhat brutal achievement, seeing that one must assume 
their author has no ambition to be primarily a caricaturist. 

The story is easy to epitomise. Ursula Grey, the only 
child of a selfish valetudinarian widower, when a mere chit 
of a girl loves Merton Wainwright, the dashing little school- 
boy. son of the leading draper of Winstow. Her love grows 
with herself, though quite early there is the hint of an im- 
portant by-issue for it in her gratitude to David Carpenter, 
the sober-sided grammar school master, for helping her with 
her lessons. “ Please God,” she prays, “ thank You for being 
a3 kind as Mr. Carpenter.” Merton goes to Oxford, and 
thence is plunged into society and affairs as Mr. Mande- 
ville’s private secretary. His and Ursula’s community of 
interests is maintained by correspondence. Ursula lives 
chiefly for him when her father is captured in second mat- 
riage by David Carpenter's atrocious sister, Georgina. She 
goes to London to earn her bread with a typewriter. Mer- 
ton’s predicament is clear to the reader if not to himself. 
But he evades it by proposing to Violet Mandeville, who 
accepts him, as it seems, on approval. Ursula’s disillusion- 
ment results in a fever, from which she is rescued by David 
Carpenter, who devotes himself and his purse to her. The 
veil having fallen from her eyes, she gratefully accepts lis 
middle-aged love as a holier affection than the self-reflected 
sentiment of Merton Wainwright. Meanwhile, Merton 
makes a fool of himself in Scotland, and is jilted by Violet 
Mandeville in favour of Captain Evelix. He curses the 
captain “and his beastly blue eyes,” and trots off to see if 
he can find consolation with Ursula. But it is too late. ‘The 
story ends, leaving him very much in the cold. 


With certain reservations, Miss Edith Fowler’s charac- 
ters talk better than they behave. David Carpenter is an ex- 
ception. He is the much-enduring real hero of the book, and, 
having nobly borne for years the domestic tyranny of his 
sister Georgina, he meets with his reward in dispossessing 
the ostensible hero, Merton, of Ursula, the heroine. He is 
the one man in the book who seems of solid flesh and blood 
as well as print. Merton is little better than a prig, though 
the writer’s conception of him wavers a good deal ; at times 
he arouses sympathy, at other times one contemplates his 
fatal lapses with cold indifference. 

It is in her town types of women that Miss Edith 
Fowler excels. She has all her sister’s art in the manage- 
ment of society small talk. Her dialogues in the Mande- 
ville drawing-rooms are good and convincing ; not so much 
mordant as phonographic. Justifiably or not, she has a 
poor opinion of souls in the West End, but we would forgive 
Lady Middlesex and Lady Clementina a certain amount of 
depravity rather than reduce their luminous levity to dul- 
ness. Lady Middlesex has philanthropic fads, and drops 
pearls with delightful inconsequence, as when she says, 
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“ Desert islands are often wonderfully productive,” and “I 
promised to collect something for soldiers, but I have for- 
gotten exactly what.” The men in the book are generally 
poor creatures, mere butts for the witticisms of these frivo- 
lous dames. 

In short, one wonders again what Balzac would say of 
The World and Winstow. It leaves one with a better im- 
pression of Miss Edith Fowler’s own personality than of men 
and women as she sees them. Yet the writer points an 
obvious moral in her books and takes her work very 
seriously. 

C. E. 





WHERE TO GOLF. 


WHERE TO GOLF: A GOLFER’S GUIDE TO NORTH-EASTERN 
ENGLAND, Leeds: McCorquodale and Co. 6d. 


Tuis is a small, neatly printed, illustrated handbook which 
gives a description of all the known golf-links on or near 
the N.E.R. system. Its aim is “to aid the prospective 
holiday-maker in selecting a course or series of courses 
suited to his taste and convenience.” The various links are 
separately described; the tariff of charges for play, the 
merits of the course, the facilities for reaching the place by 
railway, and the accommodation furnished by hotels, are 
given in detail. For the benefit of the golfer’s family, if he 
have one, the guide adds “a brief summary of the general 
attractions of the place.” 

The writer, we think, has succeeded in his aim. A few 
faults, no doubt, may be discovered. In the attempt to be 
humorous he approaches perilously near vulgarity ; on page 
18, for instance, the comparison between Whitby and Scar- 
borough is in doubtful taste. But the chief fault perhaps 
is the absence of a map. In a district so small as that 
covered by the book a map by itself would have indicated 
the natural way of approaching a town by railway, and 
would have saved a good many verbal directions. 

The illustrations make the little book very attractive, 
comprising, as they do, such spots as Filey Brigg, Alnwick 
Castle, Easby Abbey, Aysgarth Force, and a fine view of 
Richmond. A duller compiler would have confined himself 
to useless photographs of caddies and putting greens. 





THE ARGUS GUIDE TO MUNICIPAL LONDON, 
IgOI-1g902. 
Tue Arcus Guipe To MunicipaL Lonpon, 1901-1902. Edited 
by Arnold Wright. London: Argus Office, 1901. 2s. 6d. 
Tus is the third annual edition of the “ Argus Guide.” It 
contains 382 pages, and gives a very large amount of 
information about the L.C.C., the City Corporation, the 
City Guilds, the Borough Councils, the Boards of Guardians, 
the Gas Companies, &c. 

It is written from the standpoint of the Moderate or 
Conservative party, as may be gathered from the pages on 
the history and development of the London County Council, 
and also from the biographical notices of its members. 
Nevertheless, the editor is able to appreciate the good 
qualities of his political opponents ; and we note with par- 
ticular satisfaction his testimony to the sterling virtues aw] 
splendid services of Mr. John Burns. The volume is iilus- 
trated by no fewer than five hundred portraits of public men 
connected with administrative bodies in London, and they 
are in most cases admirably reproduced. No editor, we 
suppose, would be happy without a grievance, and this 
editor has at least one; for his “ sincere acknowledgments 
are due to the officials of the Local Government Board and 
of every public body in London—with one conspicuous 
exception—for the ready courtesy and kindly consideration 
with which all inquiries for information were met.” 


WHAT’S WHAT. 
Wuat’s Wuat. By Harry Quilter. 1,182 pp. London: Swan 
Sonnenschein and Co., Limited. 

THE frankness of the author really disarms criticism. “The 
present issue,” he admits, “is necessarily somewhat experi- 
mental. Both in choice of subject and the proportion of 
space devoted thereto” he offers “a selection of topics and a 
method of treatment neither final nor immutable.” He then 
propounds a series of questions to his readers, and promises 
to shape his next edition in accordance with the views of the 
majority. There are numerous articles on Athletics, Art, 
Education, Food, Literature, Medicine, Music, and Profes- 
sions. The book is not an encyclopedia, and does not 
pretend to be exhaustive on any subject. Its articles are 
not always the results of great research; and the best, 
which we attribute to Mr. Quilter himself, are written in an 
easy conversational style, and display common sense and 
wit rather than extensive knowledge. 

The first and by far the best thing to be said is that 
What's What is generally readable and often amusing. 
There is not much sense of proportion, and later letters of 
the alphabet suffer from the over-attention which has been 
paid to the earlier. 

Among the good articles are those on London, 
Dinners, Journalism, and Girls’ Education, but the best pro- 
bably is that on Editors, which discloses some of the arcana 
im perit. 

““(1) All articles are too long, and most should not be 
written. (6) An editor does not argue, he asserts. (7) All 
contributions should be cut occasionally—keeps the staff in 
order. (8) An editor should be grumpy—that’s business. 
(21) Bully your staff—but discreetly.” It ends up very 
happily with: (26) ‘“ Have a waste-paper basket like a 
bucket, a constitution like a horse, a revolving armchair, and 
a heart like the nether millstone.” 

Besides the want of proportion and errors in the choice 
of subject, we have to complain of a certain tendency to 
praise and specify particular firms or particular shops, 
chiefly in the West End. For aught we know, the advice 
given may be excellent ; but surely women might be allowed 
to choose their own shops, though perhaps not that one 
where you “ pay 96 guineas for a black evening frock.” 

Some slang expressions and inaccuracies may be dis- 
covered, such as “ devil a bit,” “ Tudor” houses in Bath, and 
the confusion of the Zoological with-the Thiergarten at 
Berlin. 





; MY LIFE’S RECORD. 

My Lire’s Recorp: A Ficut For Justice. By F. Reginald 

Statham. London: Gibbings and Co, 1901. 3s. 6d, 
Tuts book is a very sad autobiography, and it is difficult to 
understand why it should ever have been written. All men 
do things which they ought not to do, and leave undone 
things which they ought todo. Mr. Statham has more than 
once, on his own showing, committed serious offences 
against society, and not the least, in our opinion, when he 
wrote for certain journals—Zhe Speaker was not among 
the number—in opposition to the policy of Mr. Chamber- 
lain in South Africa, while at the same time he disguised 
from the editors of those journals his relations with the 
Governments of the two Republics. It may be that Mr. 
Statham’s sufferings have been out of all proportion to his 
offences ; in any case, his life must serve as a melancholy 
warning to men in public life, and especially to men who 
as journalists have to express their opinions anénymously. 
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